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Introduction

The World Blind Union (WBU) highly values and formally recognizes individuals who have through their work over time made major contributions to the union and to blind persons worldwide. There are two ways these persons are recognized:  The Louis Braille Medal and Honorary Life Membership. These are awarded at the General Assembly held every four years. 

The Louis Braille Medal

This is the most prestigious award accorded by the WBU with a maximum of 2 Medals awarded at any one General Assembly.  It is not incumbent on the WBU to award the Louis Braille Medal each and every quadrennium but only when an outstanding candidate is presented. This award was initiated in the European Blind Union (EBU) and transferred to the WBU in 2000 when the first of these were awarded. This award is granted to individuals who have made a substantial and outstanding contribution to the WBU over a long period of time. 

Nomination Process

Individuals, groups of individuals, or national members may prepare an application for an individual to be considered to receive the Louis Braille Medal. The application must be forwarded to the President no later than three months prior to the next General assembly. The application must include a brief bio, a summary of the contribution the individual has made to the WBU and the reason they should be awarded this prestigious award. The medal will be presented to a maximum of two persons at each General Assembly.

Honorary Life Membership
The WBU constitution states that Honorary Life Members are those persons deemed to have rendered long and outstanding international service to blind and partially sighted people or in the prevention of blindness.  On the recommendation of the national member from the country where he/she resides and with the approval of the officers, persons may be elected by the Assembly as honorary life members of the Union.  
Nomination Process

The national delegation where the individual resides must apply in writing, signed by all members, for that individual to be considered for Honorary Life Membership of WBU.  The application must be forwarded to the Secretary General no later than 3 months prior to the next general Assembly. The application must provide a brief bio of the individual, include a summary of the contribution they have made to the WBU and the reason they should be considered for this honor.

One year prior to the General Assembly, the table officers will appoint a committee chaired by the President consisting of three persons to consider nominations for both Honorary Life Membership and the Louis Braille Medal and make recommendations to the Officers who will in turn make recommendations to the Executive. The Executive will recommend to the General Assembly for approval the names of those individuals whom it has been determined meet the criteria to be accorded the status of these awards. Nominations cannot be taken from the floor at the General Assembly. If any member of the appointing committee is nominated for an award, the president will replace them with an appropriate person.

The ongoing recognition of Honorary Life Members and Louis Braille Medal recipients includes:

· Once endorsed by the Assembly, within three months,  the recipient will receive a  certificate (in the language of choice) that formally records the honour

· Names will be recorded in perpetuity in the written record and on the website of the WBU

· All persons so named will have a brief biography outlining their individual contribution recorded alongside their name

· All persons so named will be specially recognized at the opening of any General Assembly that they choose to attend

· All so named persons will be invited to WBU special events held in the region they reside;

· The death of any award recipient will be advised to the first General Assembly after their passing and all of the above-mentioned records will carry the date of death.

