Vision Alliance - WBU

The World Blind Union (WBU) is the global organisation representing the estimated 161 Million people who are blind or have low vision. In the next twenty years, WBU envisions;

"A community where people who are blind or partially sighted are empowered to participate on an equal basis in any aspect of life they choose."

Strategic Priorities

Strategic Priority 1: Representation

Promoting full participation and equal opportunities for blind and partially sighted persons in all aspects of social, economic, political and cultural life

Strategic Objectives:

· Working towards a world accessible to blind and partially sighted persons 

· Representing Blind and Partially Sighted Persons at the United Nations and UN Agencies 

· Advocating for human rights of blind and partially sighted persons 

Strategic Priority 2: Capacity Building

Strengthening the capabilities and capacity of the WBU regional structures and member organisations

Strategic Objectives:

· Improving employment opportunities for blind and partially sighted persons 

· Developing the capacity of our members 

· Supporting our target populations for full inclusion 

· Strengthening of World Braille Council 

· Supporting our members to implement the CRPD at the National level 

Strategic Priority 3: Information Sharing

Serving as an international information and resource centre on matters in respect of blind and partially sighted persons

Strategic Objectives:

· Developing a Resource Repository for members including website 

· Developing international partnerships and collaboration 

· Developing the capacity to include our various language communities within the work of the WBU 

Enabling Priority: Effective Organisation

Ensuring the relevance, effectiveness, efficiency and sustainability of the WBU

Strategic Objectives:

· Working to expand the membership 

· Maintaining the membership 

· Coordinating the development of and reviewing WBU Policies and Position Papers 

· Overseeing WBU financial resources 

· Developing and implementing the Funding Strategy 

· Monitoring the effectiveness of the WBU operations to support its work 

Important Contacts

PRESIDENT

Ms. Maryanne Diamond
General Manager, International Programs- Vision Australia
454 Glenferrie Road
Kooyong, Victoria 3144, Australia
Tel: +61-3-9864-9261
Fax: +61-3-9864-9213
E-mail: maryanne.diamond@visionaustralia.org
Web: www.visionaustralia.org
WORLD BLIND UNION OFFICE (WBU)

Web: www.worldblindunion.org
Dr. Penny Hartin
Chief Executive Officer
1929 Bayview Avenue
Toronto, Ontario - Canada M4G 3E8
Bus Tel: 1-416-486-9698
Fax: 1-416-486-8107
Email: penny.hartin@wbuoffice.org
Ms. Ianina Rodriguez
Administrative Assistant
1929 Bayview Avenue
Toronto, Ontario - Canada M4G 3E8
Bus Tel: 1-416-486-9698
Fax: 1-416-486-8107
Email: ianina.rodriguez@wbuoffice.org
PERMANENT REGIONAL OFFICES

AFRICA

Dr. Elly Macha
Executive Director
African Union of the Blind (AFUB)
North Airport Road
P.O. Box 72872
Embakasi - Nairobi
KENYA
Tel: (254-020) 823 989
Fax: (254-020) 823 776
E-mail: afub@form-net.com; afub@kenyaweb.com
Web: www.afub-uafa.org
ASIA

Mr. Jawahar Lal Kaul
Secretary General
Asian Blind Union
Institutional Area, Near DTC Depot Nº1
Sector V, Rohini - Delhi-110085
INDIA
Tel: 91-11 724 74 69
       711 13 72
Fax: 91 11 7050915
E-mail: aicb@lycos.com; aicbdelhi@yahoo.com
EUROPE

Mr. Mokrane Boussaïd
Director, EBU Permanent Office (EBU)
58, avenue Bosquet
75007 Paris
FRANCE
Tel: (33-1) 47 05 38 20
Fax: (33-1) 47 05 38 21
E-mail: ebu@euroblind.org
Web: www.euroblind.org
LATIN AMERICA

Lic. Natalia Guala
Executive Secretary
Mercedes 1327
11100 Montevideo
URUGUAY
Teléfono: (+5982) 9033022
Fax: (+5982) 9033022
E-mail: oficina@ulacdigital.org
Web: www.fbu.edu.uy/ulac
REGIONAL UNIONS

AFRICA - African Union of the Blind (AFUB)

Web: www.afub-uafa.org
Mr. Mohamed Ez-zaoui – Regional President
President, Organisation Alaouite pour la Protection des
Aveugles au Maroc (OAPAM)
8 Hossain 1er, BP 369
Rabat, Morocco
Bus Tel.: +212-37-20 55 20
Fax: +212-37-70 74 35
E-mail: med.ezzaoui@gmail.com
Mr. Yaw Ofori Debra
AFUB Vice President
Ghana Association of the Blind (GAB)
P.O. Box AC 496
Barnes Road, Opposite National Museum
Accra, Ghana.
Tel: +233 21 680 102/ 680 097
Fax: +233 21 680097
E-mail: yawdebra@yahoo.com
ASIA – Asian Blind Union (ABU)

Mr. Ahmad Mohammad Mousa Allouzi
Regional President
President, Friendship Association of the Blind
P.O. Box 7063
Amman, Jordan
Tel: +962-6-4616621
Fax: +962-6-4641570
E-mail: fabjo@index.com.jo
Web: www.fabjo.org
Mr. J.L. Kaul
Secretary General - Asian Blind Union
C/o All India Confederation of the Blind
Braille Bhawan, Sector-5, Rohini, Delhi-85, India
E-mail: aicbdelhi@yahoo.com
Web: www.aicb.org.in
ASIA-PACIFIC – Asian Blind Union / Asia Pacific (ABU-AP)

Mr. Chuji Sashida – Regional President
Secretary General - International Committee,
Japan Federation of the Blind
C/o NCWBJ Office
18-2, Nishi-Waseda 2- chome
Shinjyuku-ku
Tokyo 169-0051, Japan
Tel. 81 3 5291 7885
Fax. 81 3 5291 7886
E-mail: Sashida.Chuji@jeed.or.jp; csashida@nifty.com
Mr. Monthian Buntan
President, Thailand Association of the Blind
85/1-2 Soi Boonyoo Dindaeng Road
Samsennai, Phayathai,
Bangkok 10400, Thailand
Tel: (66-2) 246 38 35
Fax: (66-2) 245 98 46
E-mail: mbuntan@gmail.com
EUROPE – European Blind Union (EBU)

Web: www.euroblind.org
Lord Colin Low – Regional President
Past Chairman, RNIB
105 Judd Street
London WC1H 9NE, United Kingdom
Bus Tel: 44 207 391 2205
Fax: 44 207 383 05 08
E-mail: colin.low@rnib.org.uk; viv.barnes@rnib.org.uk
Web: www.rnib.org.uk
Ms. Birgitta Blokland
Secretary General, European Blind Union
Chairperson International Relations – VIZIRIS
The Netherlands Federation of the Blind
C/o EBU Office
58 Avenue Bosquet
75007 Paris, France
E-mail: bjb202@hotmail.com
Web: www.viziris.nl
LATIN AMERICA – Unión Latinoamericana de Ciegos (ULAC)

Web: www.fbu.edu.uy/ulac
Dr. Guillermo Moreno – Regional President
Unión Nacional de Ciegos de Panamá - UNCP
Calle 6ª - Casa 225, Juan Díaz
Zona 12 Panamá, Panama
Tel / Fax: (507) 220 4963 / 501 05 05
E-mail: dr_guillermo_moreno@hotmail.com
Lic. María Soledad Cisternas Reyes
Secretaria de Derechos Humanos y
Asuntos Jurídicos de ULAC
Unión Nacional de Instituciones de Ciegos de Chile (UNCICH)
Av. Eliodoro Yánez 809 oficina 13, Providencia
C.P. 7500668 Santiago, Chile
Fax: (56-2) 236 3018
E-mail: soledad.cisternas@gmail.com
marcela_1967@hotmail.com
NORTH AMERICA/CARIBBEAN (WBU NA/C)

Mr. Carl Augusto – Regional President
President & CEO, American Foundation for the Blind (AFB)
11 Penn Plaza, Suite 300
New York, NY 10001, USA
Tel: 212-502-7600
Fax: 212-502-7773
E-mail: cawbu@afb.net
Web: www.afb.org
Mr. James Sanders
Vice-President, North America/Caribbean Region
Past President & CEO, The Canadian National Institute
for the Blind (CNIB)
1929 Bayview Avenue
Toronto, Ontario M4G 3E8, Canada
Tel: 1-416-486-2500
Fax: 1-416-480-7000
E-mail: James.sanders@bell.net
Web: www.cnib.ca
Mr. Arvel Grant
Executive Director, Caribbean Council for the Blind
2nd Floor, St. John's Cooperative Credit Union Building,
All Saints Road, St. Johns Antigua and Barbuda
Tel: 809-462-4111
E-mail: arvelccb@candw.ag
