Report to the WBU 7th General Assembly in Geneva August 2008

by the WBU Copyright and Right to Read Working Group

1.  Overview
This Working Group had been known in the previous working term as the WBU’s IFLA/Daisy Liaison Group. At the beginning of this Presidency it inherited from the WBU United Nations WG additional responsibility for copyright Negotiations with the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) and with the International Publishers Association (IPA).

Its remit was therefore widened and became one of the main instruments to fulfil WBU’s leading strategic objective of ‘achieving a world accessible to all blind and partially sighted people.'

2. Legal background

 Blind, partially sighted and print disabled people are entitled to read the same material as their fellow citizens, at the same time and at no additional cost to the individual. Their right to access information is enshrined in articles 9, 21 and 30 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and in articles 19 and 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

3.  Copyright
Encouragingly some progress has been made during this quadrennium on both the WIPO legislative front and the Publishers Cooperation front, but there is still a long way to go before we can say that we are anywhere near the day when blind and partially sighted people will automatically be able to expect to have same day access at no extra expense to every book and information source that is made available in ink-print to the sighted world.

In 2005 WBU’s Copyright and Right to Read Working Group, with help from a number of National  Members in AP, AFUB, EBU, NAC,   ULAC lobbied   their National Government Delegates to WIPO’s Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR) to promote WBU’s recommendation for the need of a global survey of Copyright Exceptions in favour of the visually impaired. A number of Government Delegates used their briefings from WBU and its National Members in speaking in favour and the survey was subsequently commissioned by WIPO and, informally known as the Sullivan Report, was published in 2007.  

Links to Word and html versions of the Sullivan Report can be found at:
http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=75696 

The WBU Copyright and Right to Read Working Group again participated actively in the SCCR meeting in March 2008 and, backed by the evidence of the Sullivan Report, the Copyright Exceptions for the visually impaired issue is still very high on WIPO’s Copyright agenda.   We are pushing for clearer rules on copyright exceptions to allow accessible information to be sent from one country to another. However there were some delegations that opposed this approach. WBU has identified allies and specific lobbying to be done with the help of WBU National Members before the next SCCR Meeting in November 2008 to try to win this argument. For future action by WBU see Section 4 below ‘The Right to Read Global Campaign’.

4.  IPA – The Publishers

In June 2007 the WBU Copyright and Right to Read Working Group participated in a round Table with IPA.  As a result IPA have now published a positive statement on their website stating that they wish, in partnership with the WBU, to meet the challenge of accessibility for the blind and partially sighted.  Currently WBU, IFLA Libraries for the Blind Section and the Daisy consortium are collectively developing, in parallel with the publishers, an analysis framework   of four different mechanisms to provide accessibility whilst at the same time protecting author's rights.  This cooperation is expected to lead to another Round Table later in 2008 when we must be confident of making some progress towards an easier copyright regime for the production and distribution of alternate formats such as braille, audio and large print.

5. Right to Read Global Campaign

On UNESCO’s World Book and copyright Day 23 April 2008 President William Rowland will lead the WBU and its copyright and Right to Read Working Group in launching a global campaign to further support these Copyright and Accessibility negotiations. Supported by our friends in IFLA Libraries for the Blind Section, and hosted by Amsterdam World Book Capital 2008, WBU will launch its Right to Read Global Campaign in the midst of the world's publishing community gathered in Amsterdam.  The campaign has three objectives which will be shared with delegates to the WBU general Assembly in Geneva at a plenary session.

These objectives are:-

· To bring together National Right to Read Alliances of interested stakeholders to provide greater visibility of the blind and partially sighted reading community

· To support and encourage these National Right to Read Alliances to lobby their government’s Copyright Office to enact copyright exceptions for the Visually Impaired

· In countries that have already enacted such copyright exceptions for the visually impaired, to support them in exploiting that legislation through cross-border partnerships with other neighbouring countries and language groups to share accessible formats such as braille, audio and large print.

6. Conclusion

Without being in any way complacent, the Working Group feels that some progress can be measured against its Terms of Reference.  However the Working Group recommends to the next Presidency and the next Executive committee that this Working Group be re-commissioned with similar Terms of Reference to continue supporting WBU’s top strategic objective of achieving a world accessible to all blind and partially sighted people.

7. Acknowledgements
David Mann, as Vice-chair of this Working Group 2004-07, was for many years WBU’s lead negotiator with WIPO and IPA and his dedication and commitment to the task resulted in WBU being where it is now on the Copyright front within the wider accessibility issue.  In 2007 David’s role within RNIB changed and he unfortunately had to relinquish his involvement in this field, but he left us all a very valuable archive and behind the scenes he continues to encourage and guide the replacement team.  We recommend that WBU recognises his outstanding contribution over so many years and minutes its appreciation to a great servant.

Secondly, we have enjoyed and been encouraged by our close relationships with the leaders and members of both IFLA Libraries for the Blind Section and the Daisy Consortium.  Within WIPO we lead for all three organisations because WBU has Observer Status at SCCR.  I am confident that this tri-partite approach to solving the problem of inaccessibility will make   further progress in the next work term.  We recommend that WBU recognises the strength of this triple alliance and minutes its appreciation towards the other two parties.

Chris Friend
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Chair



Vice-Chair

31 March 2008

Appendix 1  

WBU Copyright & the Right to Read Working Group 2004-2008

Terms of Reference

WBU Strategic Objective
‘Achieving a world accessible to blind and partially sighted people’

1.  To spearhead WBU’s negotiations with WIPO, IPA and others towards the removal of cross-boarder copyright restrictions concerning the distribution of publications prepared in special formats for blind, partially sighted and other print disabled people. 

2.  To lead WBU’s involvement in the MicroSoft/Daisy Consortium follow-up to the November 2004 Redmund meeting.

3.    To develop on behalf of WBU close and harmonious working relationships with both IFLA Libraries for the Blind Section and with the Daisy Consortium in order to progress areas of common interest.

4. Promotional issues 

4.1 To support WBU Regions and National Members with advocacy briefs on Copyright issues and to encourage them to seek national copyright exceptions, including import rights, for publications specially formatted for blind, partially sighted and other print disabled people. 
4.2 To support the establishment of Daisy format publishing centres, primarily, 

but not exclusively, in countries where a visually impaired readership is already present.

4.3  To support, primarily but not exclusively, in countries which have no special library facilities for blind, partially sighted and other print disabled people, through the use of free downloadable software or through the use of purchased Daisy players and software, a readership using free titles available through the internet or through worldwide or bilateral loan schemes.

4.4  To promote the concept and establishment of ‘National Trusted  Intermediaries (NTI) to act as link entry points for organisations wishing to borrow loan titles and expertise, whether or not there is Daisy publishing in their country. An important element of this would be to develop confidence in the area of copyright protection which will satisfy the copyright owners.

4.5 To monitor activities in 4.1-4.2-4.3-4.4 above to establish evidence to support the promotion of the worldwide lending concept.

4.6 To be open-minded towards other promotional opportunities which might, from time to time, present themselves. For example to encourage Libraries, Organisations of and for the Blind, and the Commercial Book Sector to make titles in accessible formats available on sale 

5.  Membership of the WBU Copyright Working Group 2004-2008

5.1 Chair Christopher Friend (UK – SSI, International Member) (WBU Representative to WIPO from 2007)

5.2 Vice-Chair David Mann (UK – WBU Representative to WIPO) resigned 2007

Vice-Chair Dan Pescod (UK – 2007-2008

5.3 Members

5.3.1 Hiroshi Kawamura (Japan)

5.3.2 Monthian Buntan (Thailand)

5.3.3 Norma Toucedo (Uruguay)

5.3.4 Johan Roos (South Africa) resigned 2006

5.3.5 Francisco Martinez Calvo (Spain)

5.3.6 Arvel Grant (Caribbean Council for the Blind)

5.4 Expert Advisers

5.4.1 Stephen King   (UK – RNIB)

5.4.2 Dick Tucker (Netherlands – Force Foundation, International Member)

5.4.3 Rosemary Kavanagh (Canada – CNIB)

5.5Additional Members or Expert Advisers

The Chair and Vice-Chair will recommend further members to the WBU Officers as and when such people with the right skills and experience present themselves.

5.6 Colin Low has been appointed as the WBU Officers’ Link to the Working Group.
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