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Dear friends:

I feel extremely happy to be with you today. For fourteen years  I worked enthusiastically in administering the WBU. The generous support of ONCE, the Spanish organisation of the blind, enabled me to give of my best in my day to day work. I also offer ONCE my wholehearted thanks for having made possible my presence here today with my guide David.

I feel that I can justly claim to be a world citizen. I have not simply  advocated principles of worldwide solidarity: I am a faithful practitioner of them.

Like Marc Maurer, I am convinced that we should aim to forge an organisation relevant to blind people everywhere in the world, in industrialised countries and in developing countries.

As  people with vision disabilities,  we should not concentrate on preaching to the converted. We should seize every opportunity to convey to mainstream audiences  our message that we are entitled to full social inclusion.

I indeed enjoyed working with presidents and fellow officers and with you, leaders and members of blind organisations everywhere.

Let me end on a more lighthearted note with some examples of some true stories I remember from the different WBU presidents since 1984.

Dorina de Gouvea was the President of the World Council for the Welfare of the Blind when that organisation decided to dissolve itself in order to make it possible for the World Blind Union to be founded. When I met her in a Latin American conference I immediately understood why she was very often part of regional committees, commissions or working groups. I remember with great pleasure those pineapple juices squeezed by her domestic helper when I was a guest for a few days in her house in Sao Paolo.

Sheikh Abdullah had his heart in the right place. When I was elected Secretary General in New York in 1986 I was asked to sit at the presidential table. David Blyth, who was later to become  president from 1992 to 1996, had the floor and I was having great difficulty understanding him. I whispered my problem to Sheikh Abdullah who immediately said loudly: "David, speak English better". I never had any problem understanding David in writing but I kept having difficulty with his oral speech. I greatly enjoyed it when he spoke to leaders of the World Federation of the Deaf.

Sir Duncan Watson declared publicly in New York his dissatisfaction with my election by the Exco without  the recommendation of my regional union, EBU. Sir Duncan was elected president in 1988 and I was re-elected. We worked together splendidly. I am sure he remembers that morning in Cairo at the beginning of the Third Assembly when I had made sure that the tables in the hall were properly set with all the names of countries and delegates.

Euclid Herie thought that the accident in Morocco in January 1997 would deprive us or liberate us forever of Pedro. Fortunately that fear did not come true. I frightened him in Beijing March 2000  in  a pan-disability meeting with my inappropriate choice of a metaphor to refer to our statement defending the inalienable right of the single disability organisations to speak independently. "Euclid, when will we throw that bomb?" Euclid thought that I would be arrested by the Chinese secret service because the speaker system was on.

About Kicki I could say many nice things. In 1993,  after I had been very vocal and talkative at a meeting of the Commission on Blind women which she then chaired, she jocularly moved to make me an honorary woman. In March 2001, the officers met in Madrid, and I still helped in the practical preparations for that gathering. Kicki argued that lunches and dinners should take place at the  times they were usually held in Sweden. "Kicki," I ventured, "in September 1999, the WBU Exco met in Sweden and I did not demand that we should get nearer to Spanish meal times."

William Rowland?  In 1989, he arranged for me to pay an unofficial unpublicised visit to South Africa - and   I can still see him running, in 1995 , with my guide, David, in a shop in New York testing marching shoes.

Maryanne Diamond: you will surely remember our daily phone conversations to check up on the preparations for the WBU assembly in Australia in 2000:  they took place over  several months at six o'clock, Madrid time. I will not forget that one hour Skype interview when the WBU was choosing the director of the Toronto office. I was not the candidate involved.

For the future, I will not make the least effort to Zuritarise the WBU but my line will always be open for people at home and abroad.

Let us keep marching forward towards the attainment of a society truly for all.         
