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Voting procedures for the seventh General Assembly of the WBU

This document outlines the methods of voting, which will be used at the seventh General Assembly of the World Blind Union. It covers voting on any matters undertaken on the floor of the assembly as well as the election of table officer positions conducted outside the assembly hall.

As stated in the WBU Constitution, article IV, section 4(i):

“Voting may be by acclamation (viva voce), by roll call, by show of hands or, if twenty percent or more of the delegates present so demand, by secret ballot. At elections when there is more than one candidate, voting shall always be by secret ballot. “

Procedure for secret vote during plenary sessions

Secret voting will be done using a system of red and green cards. The cards will be marked in Braille and large print to indicate yes (green card) or no (red card) votes. No will also be identifiable with a corner cut.

Cards will be issued in an envelope with an additional smaller envelope used for returning the selected card with the unselected card returned in the original envelope. For each round of voting, the smaller envelopes will be marked with a hole at a certain place. Only votes in envelopes having the hole at the right place will be valid, cards from previous votes cannot be kept. 

Delegates will receive the appropriate number of cards for voting based on the number of proxies that she or he may be carrying.

Secret voting will take place in the assembly hall. Scrutineers appointed by the WBU will take responsibility for distributing the voting cards based on the eligibility of voters and approved proxies, and the scrutineers will also be responsible for collecting and counting the votes under the supervision of the returning officer. 

Election procedure for the election of table officers

Following presentation of the candidates at the plenary session, the scrutineers will distribute the envelopes containing the voting papers to each delegate and proxy. Cards with names of candidates written in Braille and large print will be prepared and placed into smaller envelopes on which the position to elect (president, treasurer etc.) is written in Braille and large print. When casting their votes, the delegate will deposit the smaller envelope with the card of their selected candidate in a box in a special election room. The delegate will be allowed to deposit only the number of envelopes for which she or he has proxies. If more then one position will be elected the same day, each delegate and proxy receives the appropriate number of small envelopes with the position to elect marked on them and the corresponding cards of candidates in those envelopes. A bigger size envelope will be provided for the return of voting cards for the candidates not selected.

Once the time reserved for the election is over, the cards will be counted by the scrutineers appointed by the WBU and results of the election will be provided to the assembly by the returning officer.

To distinguish between the days of election, the envelopes will be marked with a different coloured sticker every day.

A vote shall be regarded as invalid if:

· More than one card is in the envelope

· Cards are handwritten

· Cards with names of people who haven’t been nominated

· Cards handed in after the close of the election time 
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