World Blind Union-7th General Assembly 
Geneva, Switzerland
August 18 – 22, 2008

The WBU General Assembly was preceded by a two day Women’s Forum on August 16 – 17, 2008.

Monday, August 18th
General Assembly Opening Ceremony
WBU delegates and guests were welcomed by Christian Hugentobler, President Swiss 
Federation of the Visually Impaired, who chaired the Session.  In his remarks, Mr. Hugentobler spoke about the theme of the Assembly – “Changing What it Means to be Blind - Taking our Place in the World” and that the change we speak of must be at a number of levels, local, national, and international.  He expressed his appreciation to all members of the project team, the organizations that provided funding support and the local organizing committee.
WBU President – Dr. William Rowland gave a warm welcome to all participants and especially the President of the Swiss Federal Council, Pascal Couchepin.
EBU President - Lord Colin Low brought greetings on behalf of the European Blind Union (EBU), expressed his thanks to our local organizers and expressed his desire that the Swiss government would soon sign the CRPD.
President of Swiss Federal Council – Mr. Pascal Couchepin thanked WBU for holding the GA in Switzerland.  He spoke about Geneva being the city of human rights and that there is heightened awareness of disability in Switzerland and described some of the measures in place in Switzerland to promote more integration of persons with disabilities. He emphasized the important role WBU has to play in helping overcome obstacles and prove the capabilities of blind persons.
The delegates were treated to Musical Entertainment by Swiss Alp horns.
Introductory Session - Chair: William Rowland

Receipt of the proceedings of the 6th General Assembly

It was noted that the notes of the 6th GA had been previously circulated and that the resolution results were addressed in the Quadrennial Report 2005-2008.

The proceedings from the 6th General Assembly were accepted

Announcement of Assembly Committees:  

Nominations Committee: Philip Bam (Chair), Donatilla Kanimba, Ahmed Allouzi, William Jolley, Jose Monteagudo, Paul Luneborg
Credentials Committee: James Sanders (Chair), Jill Wagner, John Heilbrunn

Resolutions Committee: Tiina Nummi-Södergren (Chair), Enrique Pérez, Birgitta Blokland, Elly Macha, A.K. Mittal

Elections Committee: Returning Officer: Geoffrey Gibbs

Scrutineers: Barbara Marjeram, Judith Varsavsky, Ludmilla Tsesarskaya, Kurt Gilgen, Rahel Ganz

The General Assembly Committees were accepted by the Assembly

Nomination Process - Nomination Committee Chair: Philip Bam Mr. Bam explained the process for submitting nominations.  He explained the deadline for submitting nominations each day, the requirement for proper signatures and explained the process the nomination committee would use to ensure that the nominations were in order.  He also explained that, once the nomination was approved and deemed to be in order it would be handed in to the returning officer who would proceed with the voting process.
Credentials Committee Report - Credentials Committee Chair: James Sanders.  Mr. Sanders thanked the staff of the WBU Office for their help in collecting the information required.  The committee had validated 329 votes; of these 65 are proxy votes.  6 international members voting, 8 honorary, and 6 table officers.  40% of the eligible votes are from women.

He gave a deadline for final proxies to be handed in as well as the process for issuing valid proxies.  It was agreed that a final report from the Credentials Committee that reflected all approved proxies would be submitted by the Committee on Tuesday.

Process for Conducting Elections – Returning Officer: 
Geoffrey Gibbs. He explained the process for the election of officers, which was to begin on Tuesday with the election of the President. He explained the voting process as laid out in the WBU Constitution and the procedures outlined in the material received by Delegates.  
Process for Submitting Resolutions - Resolutions Committee Chair: Tiina Nummi-Södergren explained the process for submitting resolutions to the Committee. With the deadline set for submission of resolutions at noon on August 20th.
Obituaries: Remembering Members who have left us


Session Speaker: Enrique Perez

Dr. Horst Stolper, Honorary Life Member from Germany
Dr. Salma Magbool, Pakistan

Dr. Diarra Siaka, Burkina Faso

Dr. Betsy Zaborowski, USA

Colonel Boris Zimin, Honorary Life Member, Russia
Atilio Pedreáñez, Venezuela 
Marco Antonio Bertoglio, Brazil
Syed Mehmood Shah, Pakistan
Michael Collins, USA
Val Pond, South Africa 

Information about each person remembered can be found in the detailed presentation delivered by the Secretary-General.
President’s Report: Dr. William Rowland

Dr. William Rowland referred to the Quadrennial Report which highlighted the work achieved during the term.  He further emphasized the importance of the strategic planning process which brought discipline to WBU’s work and provided continuity for future terms. He expressed appreciation to members for their invitations to attend regional and national events, giving him the opportunity to meet blind and partially sighted persons throughout the world, and he highlighted some key events of the term as well as the important anniversaries to take place in 2009.   

Dr. Rowland expressed his sincere appreciation to Sightsavers and CBM who helped support his presidency as well as to his recently deceased assistant Val Pond and Philip Bam of LOFOB who acted as his guide throughout the term.
Following Dr. Rowland’s presentation, there was a question and discussion period with a wide range of topics discussed which included among others, Braille, Louis Braille bicentenary celebrations, access to technology, strategic planning and the CRPD.
It was suggested and agreed that a list of participants would be made available to delegates at future Assemblies to facilitate networking.

Report of Secretary General: Enrique Perez

The Secretary General referred to and provided highlights of his Secretary General’s report which had been circulated to the delegates.  Please see the Secretary General’s written report for details. He noted the importance of the work carried out during the 2nd half of his term through his facilitation of a smooth and seamless handover of powers and responsibilities to the new WBU Office with the least possible disruptions of the day-to-day administration carried out from his post since the founding of WBU.
Report of Treasurer: Susan Spungin

In her report, the Treasurer reviewed the financial operations of the WBU from 2004 to 2007.  Details of her presentation are included in the Treasurer’s report presentation as well as in the detailed financial operations schedule 2004 – 2007.
She also reminded the delegates that all aspects of WBU financial management have now been transferred to the WBU office.

She also reviewed the WBU audited financial statements for 2007 which had been provided to the membership.

The WBU 2007 audited financial statements were accepted.

Report on Strategic Plan: Maryanne Diamond

Maryanne Diamond provided delegates with a summary of the Strategic Planning process, its development and monitoring as well as our achievements against the Plan.  This report also included a reporting against the objectives passed by the General Assembly in 2004, which were incorporated into the Plan.  Details can be found in the Strategic Plan report submitted by Maryanne Diamond

Report of Chief Executive Officer: Penny Hartin

Penny Hartin provided highlights of her report and the work that had been undertaken by the WBU office since its establishment in November 2006.  Details can be found in the written presentation.
“Vision” for the World Blind Union 
Session Facilitator: Lesley-Anne Alexander 

Lesley-Anne Alexander, Chief Executive of RNIB, led a session for delegates to explore and discuss the future Vision for the WBU.  RNIB sponsored guest presenter Tony Elischer, an international expert in branding and marketing, to deliver a presentation on branding, the challenges faced by international membership organizations such as the WBU, some lessons learned from others and some ideas for moving forward. Detailed notes of Tony Elischer’s session are available for reference.
Best-practice Presentations:

Two best practice presentations were delivered by member organizations in an effort to share information among our WBU members.  Their detailed presentations are available.

“Program for Incorporating the Blind Population into the Workforce”: Mariano Godachevich - Argentina Federation of the Blind and Visually Impaired

“Reaching All Blind Children with Education”: Vietnam Blind Association

Keynote Address:
Session Speaker: Ms Kyung-wha Kang, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights-OHCHR (Geneva). The full text of Ms. Kang’s presentation is available.
Tuesday, August 19

Final Report from Credentials Committee- James Sanders
· 119 eligible countries to vote

· 98 proxies

· 7 International votes

· 8 honorary life member votes

· 6 table officers

· Total eligible votes: 348
· 39% female votes 
The list of eligible delegates and proxies was submitted to Returning Officer Geoff Gibbs.
Keynote Presentation: “Federationism in the World” - Session Speaker: Marc Maurer, President of National Federation of the Blind” USA.  The full text of the keynote speech is available.
Presentation of the candidates for WBU President - Nomination Committee Chair: Philip Bam

Mr. Bam reported that the Nominations Committee received only one nomination for the position of President -Maryanne Diamond, Australia. 
Mr. Bam explained the procedure for nomination.  Geoff Gibbs, as Returning Officer, then reviewed the formalities and announced that as the only candidate to be nominated for President of the WBU, Maryanne Diamond is declared elected as the new President of the World Blind Union for the next quadrennium.
Presentation of Regional Reports:
· Regional Report – Africa: Paul Tezanou

· Regional Report - Asia: Amer Makarem
· Regional Report – WBU-Asia Pacific: Kua Cheng Hock

· Regional Report – Europe: Lord Colin Low

· Regional Report - Latin America: Guillermo Moreno
· Regional Report - North America/Caribbean: James Sanders on behalf of James Gibbons
· Report of the World Blind Women’s Forum: Kicki Nordstrom

Quadrennial reports were submitted by each Region and are available for detailed information.
Copyright and Right to Read: Christopher Friend

Chris Friend provided an overview of the Right to Read Campaign, its objectives, importance and achievements and was joined by three speakers to discuss the R2R initiative and print accessibility issues facing blind and partially sighted persons.  96% of published materials are inaccessible to the blind and partially sighted persons. Lola Marson, President of Caribbean Council of the Blind; Mr. Diarra, Mali; and William Rowland, South Africa – all shared their experiences and challenges in accessing print materials for education, higher learning and work life.  

Yence Banal - International Publishers Association –spoke about the role of the International Publishers Association, the role copyright plays in protecting the rights of authors and publishers and the challenges in accessibility.
Dr. Alicia Wise, CEO Publishers Licensing Society, spoke of some of the complex licensing issues involved when granting copyright exemptions and providing electronic files for the production of accessible materials. 

WIPO - Mr. Jorgen Blomqvist, Director of WIPO Copyright Division, described the role of WIPO to promote intellectual property and talked about how WIPO works in the context of the UN system.

Capacity Building - Session Coordinator: Arnt Holte

In introducing this session, Arnt Holte discussed the importance of strengthening our human capital by investing in the capacity of organizations of the blind.  
Three speakers spoke to different aspects of capacity building: 

Frances Candiru, President of Uganda National Association of the Blind, spoke about the Uganda experience and the elements involved in building a strong organization of the blind.  In particular she spoke about the challenges to overcome in terms of distance, access to technology and training and the process for overcoming these challenges.

A.K. Mittal, President of the All India Confederation of the Blind, shared information about the micro financing project underway in India, its functioning and its success.

John Heilbrunn, Vice President of Danish Association of the Blind, discussed the importance of the regional structures, the development of partnerships and other elements important to capacity building.

Best-practice Presentations:

“Reconstruction of National Organization of the Blind in Iraq” - Presenter: Dr. Sadeq H. Knaij, National Association of the Blind in Iraq

“TestPanel – Obtaining input from Blind and partially Sighted Persons in technology design” - Presenter: Visiris (Netherlands)

The day closed with meetings of the WBU Regions.
Wednesday, August 20

Presentation of the candidates for First Vice-President, Secretary General, and Treasurer - Nomination Committee Chair: Philip Bam

Mr. Bam announced nominations received for the positions of First Vice-President, Secretary General, and Treasurer 

The Nominations Committee received one valid nomination for Secretary General, with the nominee being Enrique Perez. They also received one valid nomination for the Position of Treasurer, with the nominee being Ajai Kumar Mittal.  
Geoff Gibbs, as Returning Officer, declared Enrique Perez elected as Secretary General and Ajai Kumar Mittal elected as Treasurer for the next quadrennium.
Mr. Bam announced that four nominations were accepted as valid for the position of 1st Vice President.  Each candidate was given three minutes to present themselves to the Assembly.  The four nominees were: Chris Friend, Arnt Holte, Kua Cheng Hock, Paul Tezanou
The two newly elected Officers were given a chance to speak.  Enrique Perez (Secretary General) expressed his gratitude at having been re-elected.  A.K. Mittal (Treasurer) indicated that he felt very honoured for have been given the trust of this position.  Congratulations were also extended to Chuji Sashida from Japan as the newly elected President of the WBU Asia Pacific Region.  
WBU and the United Nations System:
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities - Ambassador Don Mackay

Ambassador Don MacKay, Ambassador for New Zealand to the United Nations, chaired the Ad hoc committee that worked on the development of the CRPD.  A copy of Ambassador MacKay’s remarks is available.

UN Standard Rules: Sheika Hissa Al-Thani (Special Rapporteur to the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities)

The Special Rapporteur provided an overview of the Standard Rules – their history and purpose and their current purpose in light of the CRPD.  Her final words of advice to the WBU that we increase our efforts in regions and countries where blind people remain marginalized and excluded, and help strengthen their capabilities and supply them with the tools for effective advocacy
The WBU and the UN: Kicki Nordstrom

A copy of Kicki’s presentation is available.
Presentations by UN Agencies:
World Health Organization – Alana Officer

Alana Officer reviewed the role of the WHO and the work that it currently has underway to improve its awareness of and work on behalf of persons with disabilities.  She particularly referenced the World Disability Report and the revised CBR guidelines which are currently in production and in which the WBU has been involved.  

International Labour Organization – Barbara Murray

Barbara Murray spoke about how the ILO promotes equal opportunity employment for people with disabilities.
Concurrent Workshops:
Workshop # 1: UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) - An Overview of the CRPD, its importance to WBU members and strategies for implementation at the National level

Presenters: Kicki Nordstrom, UN Working Group

Workshop # 2: Technology – Influencing International Standards - Overview and discussion of how and why WBU can and should influence the development of technology – both specialized and mainstream

Presenters: Stephen King, Technology Working Group 

Workshop # 3: Resource Generation/Fundraising - Building a culture of giving within the organization and focusing on resource mobilization as an integral part of the organization

Presenters: Aubrey Webson, Lorraine Zamora

Workshop # 4: WBU branding and Communications - The workshop reviewed and discussed WBU core messaging, the importance of WBU branding and communications at the international and national levels.

Presenters: Enrique Perez, Communications Committee

Workshop # 5: Employment - The workshop reviewed the work done by the WBU Employment Committee during the past quadrennium, review of the Employment policy and strategy and discussed future strategies to be undertaken by WBU 

Presenters: Susan Spungin, WBU Employment Committee

Workshop # 6: Listening to the Children - Results of the “Listening to the Children” Congress were shared and discussed

Presenter: Ana Peláez
Announcement of Election results for First Vice-President 

Returning Officer: Geoff Gibbs announced the results of the election for 1st Vice President - on this day Wednesday Aug. 20, 08:   322 votes were cast, all of which were valid, and none were spoiled.  

The result was that Arnt Holte (Norway) received more than the 51% required.
Geoff Gibbs therefore declared Arnt Holte elected as WBU 1st Vice President for the next quadrennium.
There was a request for the exact votes to be shared with the Assembly.  Following discussion, the Returning Officer, Geoff Gibbs provided the specific results: Arnt Holte - 209 votes; Chris Friend – 62 votes; Paul Tezanou – 33 votes; Kua Cheng Hock – 18 votes. 
Best-practice Presentations: 

“Advocating for the Rights of the Blind in Chile” - Presenter: Maria Soledad de Cisternas, National Union of the Blind in Chile

“WBU AP Region Technology Recycling Program” - Presenters: Kevin Murfitt, Andrew Daley – WBU Asia Pacific Region

Blind and partially sighted people in sports and competitions - Session Speaker: Michel Berthezene, Secretary General of International Blind Sports Federation (IBSA). The full presentation by IBSA is available.

Presentation by President of World Federation of Deafblind Persons - Session Speaker: Lex Grandia, President WFDB. The full presentation is available.

Thursday, August 21

Presentation of the candidates for Second Vice-President

Nomination Committee Chair: Philip Bam
He reported that Imed Eddine Chaker from Tunisia had withdrawn his nomination for 2nd vice president.  The two valid nominations for 2nd vice president are Frances Candiru (Uganda) and Paul Tezanou (Cameroon).  Both candidates were invited to make a three minute presentation to the Assembly.
Education for All Visually Impaired Children (EFA-VI) Campaign - Session Speaker: Larry Campbell, President International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI). The EFA-VI Presentation text is available.

“Listening to the Children”: Ana Peláez
Ana spoke about the “Listening to the Children’ conference which was hosted by ONCE and held in Pontevedra, Spain, in June of 2008.  She provided highlights of the Conference and showed a video that was made with the children participants and which highlighted their Declaration.  She also announced that a book would be published featuring essays submitted by the children as part of their application process for the Conference.

Low Vision - Session Coordinator: Jill Wagner

Jill Wagner, Chair of the Low Vision Working group, provided an overview of the work that had been undertaken by the LVWG during the term and highlighted the importance of addressing the issues faced by persons with low vision by the WBU.  Several panellists with low vision were invited to describe their experience with low vision in order to further inform the delegates about the issues faced by persons with low vision.
Constitutional Amendments - Session Speaker: John Heilbrunn
John Heilbrunn reported on behalf of the Constitution Committee.  He reported that following the major constitutional amendments made in Cape Town in 2004, the amendments proposed were primarily editorial and minor in nature.  The constitution amendment report is available.
1. Editorial adjustments were made, mostly adding the wording partially sighted.  The Assembly agreed with the editorial changes

2. Addition related to Article 1 Section 3 to add the sexual orientation as a prohibited ground for discrimination – this amendment having been the result of a resolution approved at the Cape Town Assembly. This amendment was agreed to by the Assembly with Malaysia recording its reservation.

3. Removal of the membership category: sponsoring members. This change was agreed to by the Assembly.

4. Article 4 Section 3 regarding the provision of accessible materials at General Assemblies was modernized to reflect various types of accessible formats now in use. This amendment was agreed by the Assembly.

5. The issue of using proxies was discussed.  It was determined that the present constitution deals with this appropriately and that there is no need to change it.

The Assembly accepted all constitutional amendments presented and the revised constitution.
Recognition of and remarks by WBU Past Leaders

Session Speakers: 
· Sir Duncan Watson -WBU President from 1988-1992 
· David Blyth – WBU President from 1992 – 1996

· Euclid Herie – WBU President from 1996 – 2000

· Kicki Nordstrom – WBU President from 2000 – 2004

· Pedro Zurita – WBU Secretary General from 1986 to 2000

Each of our Past leaders, who had also contributed a chapter to the WBU 25th anniversary book, provided reflections from their terms of office – what they saw as major challenges and achievements and their thoughts for the future of the WBU.
Announcement of election results for Second Vice-President

Returning Officer: Geoff Gibbs provided the results of the election: 318 votes were cast and all were valid.   Paul Tezanou received 28% of the votes, the number being 90.  Frances Candiru received 238 votes that being 72% of the votes cast.
As returning officer Geoff Gibbs declared Frances Candiru elected as WBU 2nd Vice President for the following quadrennium.
“Being Blind in the World”

Session Speakers: 
Four blind panellists who have achieved great success in their chosen careers were invited to speak about their experiences, challenges they faced, strategies they used to overcome these challenges and advice they had for the WBU or blind persons in general; they were:
David Blunket (United Kingdom) - member of the UK Parliament and former Cabinet Minister with three different portfolios.
Hendrietta Bogopane Zulu (South Africa) - parliamentarian, AIDS activist.
Ted Henter (United States) - founder of HenterJoyce which became Freedom Scientific, a major manufacturer of blindness products including JAWS. 

Maria Soledad Cisternas (Chile) – lawyer and Professor of Law and subsequently, since the GA was appointed to the CRPD monitoring committee.
Technology Session: “Progress towards a More Accessible World, Guidelines and new ideas”
Session Coordinator: Stephen King
The session was hosted by Bill Jolley who introduced the panellists. 
Lesley-Ann Alexander, Chief Executive for RNIB, discussed the Global Campaign for accessible television and the work that is being done to make television accessible to blind persons.

Stephen King - Chair of WBU Technology Committee, reviewed the key areas that the technology committee has been trying to address. Some of the areas include access to consumer products, mobile phones, access to television, and access to technology in developing countries.  

Best-practice Presentations:

“Community Based Development in South Africa” - Presenter: Heidi Volkwijn – The League of Friends of the Blind

“EBU Project to Enhance Accessibility of Health related Information” - Presenter: John Heilbrunn – Chair European Blind Union, Pharmaceutical Labelling Working Group

President’s Reception to honour key sponsors 

The WBU President hosted a reception to recognize Platinum and Diamond sponsors of the WBU as well as special sponsors for the General Assembly.
Friday, August 22

Membership – future direction

This session, led by Maryanne Diamond was supported by a Panel including Susan Spungin (WBU Treasurer), Colin Low, Penny Hartin, and Arnt Holte.
Susan Spungin presented the WBU Membership Fee Structure report and recommendations that had previously been circulated to all members. The text of the presentation as well as the full membership fee structure report is available.
Following the presentation, the Panel members assisted with answering questions from members.

Some of the key discussion points raised were the following:

· Some members, even though they come from higher income countries, do not have financial resources and so these fee increases will be difficult for them.  
· Small population countries raised a concern that their small populations and smaller infrastructure make it difficult for them to afford the new fee levels.  They asked for special provisions for small states. 
Clarification was provided about the indices used to calculate the membership fee country categories, the role of the membership fees committee, as well as the flexibility within the new structure to both, apply for reclassification of category and for relief of fees as well as a transition over three years to the new fee level.
The question of the approval of the membership fee structure recommendation was put to a vote as the voice vote did not indicate a clear decision. The Returning Officer, Geoff Gibbs supervised the vote and declared the results to be: 179 votes were cast -99 yes, 80 no 
Based on the vote, the decision was to approve the recommendations put forward in the WBU membership fee structure report

The Assembly was assured that the concerns expressed would be taken under serious consideration by the Membership Fees Committee as they began their work to implement the new membership fee structure.

Returning Officer, Geoff Gibbs moved a motion that all voting documentations and ballot papers be destroyed at the end of the Assembly. This motion was approved by the Assembly.
Provisional budget 2009 – 2012

Session Speaker: Penny Hartin, CEO
Penny Hartin reviewed the budget provisions and assumptions for the 2009 – 2012 quadrennium and noted for the delegates that the budget assumptions did include the increased income from membership fees.  She also assured the Assembly that more detailed annual budgets would be prepared that reflect the budget approved by the Assembly and would be updated to reflect current situations. The detailed budget and accompanying budget notes are available.

The budget also reflects a recommendation that the WBU maintain unrestricted net assets at the level of not less than $100,000

On a motion by WBU Treasurer Susan Spungin, the Assembly approved the provisional budget as submitted. 
Resolutions Committee Report
Session Speaker: Tiina Nummi-Södergren, Chair Resolutions Committee
The Resolutions committee Chair gave a brief overview of the committee – how it structured its work and developed the resolutions. Following the presentation of each resolution, there was an opportunity for discussion and the Assembly approved the resolutions by theme areas.  There were some questions regarding omissions to resolutions compared to what had been submitted.  There was an agreement to review the draft text with the original submissions and that resolutions would be modified as appropriate.  Appendix “A” contains the final text of resolutions which were reviewed and discussed at the Assembly with agreed edits.

Presentation of Commemorative Publications:

Presentation of: “World Blind Union – Changing What it Means to Be Blind: Reflections On Our First 25 Years”

Session Speaker: Sir John Wall, Editor
Sir John Wall gave a brief overview of the book which was commissioned to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the founding of the WBU. The book reflects the history of the WBU through the words of each of the WBU Presidents that have served since its founding.  The book was sponsored by the RNIB and is available to all WBU members in English, French and Spanish.

Presentation “A Universal Voice” promotional book to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the Birth of Louis Braille and the 25th anniversary of the WBU
Session Speaker: Enrique Perez

WBU Secretary General, Enrique Perez presented “A Universal Voice”, the book produced by ONCE for WBU. He reviewed the book by showing a video which provided an overview of its contents and layout.  The book is available to all WBU members in English, French and Spanish. Colin Low expressed his sincere thanks to ONCE for their support.
Presentation of WBU Awards

Presenter: William Rowland

Honorary Life Members of the WBU
Six nominations for honorary life membership were received and all were accepted.  All regions are represented among the new Honorary Life members.  

· Jawahar Lal Kaul, India

· Chief Samuel Okubanjo, Nigeria
· Kicki Nordstrom, Sweden

· Judith Varsavsky, Argentina

· Kua Cheng Hock, Singapore

· Susan Spungin, USA

The General Assembly unanimously approved the recommendation to accord Honorary Life Membership to the six recipients.
Louis Braille Medal
The WBU Executive recommended that the Louis Braille Medal be awarded in 2009 in conjunction with the Louis Braille bicentenary celebrations.  This was accepted by the Assembly and the Louis Braille Medal nomination was extended to March 31, 2009. 

Louis Braille – A Eulogy

Session Speaker: Dr. Euclid Herie

Dr. Herie addressed the Assembly with his presentation: “Six Dots That Changed the World”.  The text of the speech is available.
Louis Braille Bicentenary

Session Speaker: Vincent Michel
Mr. Michel, President of the French Federation of the Blind and CINAL – The committee established to organize the bicentenary celebrations in France, provided an overview of the activities planned in France to commemorate the Braille bicentenary.  

Farewell to retiring Officers

William Rowland thanked the outgoing officers for all of their hard work as well as the world wide team that supported the officers in their work.  Those Officers that are leaving their positions are: Kicki Nordstrom, Gloria Peniza, Susan Spungin, Kua Cheng Hock, Paul Tezanou, Amer Makarem, José Monteagudo, and James Gibbons.
Approval of Executive for 2008 - 2012

The list of the WBU Executive for 2008 – 2012 was read and approved by the Assembly.  The Executive list is posted on the WBU website.
Address by Incoming President, Maryanne Diamond
Maryanne Diamond spoke of her plans for the next term, and some of her priorities and noted that in her view, Partnerships would be key to our success.  She recognized and thanked RNIB for their offer of providing additional support to resource part time fundraising support for the WBU for the coming year.  She expressed her sincere appreciation to William Rowland, outgoing President for his leadership during the term.  She expressed her particular thanks to Vision Australia and its CEO, Gerard Menses, for their support of her Presidency. 
Acknowledgements and Conclusion of Business Session

Session Chair: William Rowland

The new Table Officers were invited to the stage and welcomed to their roles.  Sincere thanks were expressed to the Swiss Federation of the Blind, our hosts, and to all organizations and volunteers who assisted them to make the Assembly a success.

The Assembly rose at 17:30 on Friday August 22, 2008.

Notes Prepared by:


Catherine Munoz-Smith, WBU Administrative Assistant


Penny Hartin, Chief Executive Officer

