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Contributions to the WBU E-Bulletin
Contributions are welcome to the E-Bulletin.  We thank those of you who have been providing us with content for the E-bulletins and encourage contributions from all regions.   Our next deadline for content submission will be September 2nd for our September issue of the E-bulletin.  We will accept submissions in English, French and Spanish, preferably in electronic format.

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

As I write my final contribution as President for the WBU E-bulletin, I feel the need to share with our readers something of the diverse circumstances of blind and partially sighted people around the world that come to my attention via the 80 to 100 letters and messages that cross my desk each day. 

I have, for example, just read a report on the “Listen to the Children“Congress in Spain, co-hosted by our Children’s Committee and our member organization ONCE. While some children happily enjoy their schooling in inclusive settings, others lack even such basics as Braille books, let alone computers and other equipment. But what is expressed most powerfully in the Children’s Declaration is their hopes and dreams for the future and belief that the WBU can make a difference. 

In stark contrast, I am preparing a response to a report on the killing of persons with albinism in Tanzania, all of whom would have been partially sighted. This is a tragic phenomenon by no means limited to that country, and regarding which we will be addressing ourselves to the highest level in government.

Meanwhile, in one of the countries in the Far East, our member organization is the victim of government repression, its leaders threatened with arrest because of their outspokenness. How do we react to such a situation, without placing our members at even greater risk?

Admittedly, I have chosen extreme examples which are perhaps not typical of the daily lives of blind and partially sighted persons in most parts of the world, but these situations do exist and from all of this we can tell that the age of prejudice and discrimination is far from ended, and that the WBU still has a long road to travel in changing what it means to be blind.

A happier thought is that next month many of us will be meeting face to face at the WBU General Assembly in Geneva, where our Swiss hosts have excellent arrangements in hand and where we will be able to enjoy a full and varied work and social programme. While it should be for the WBU a time of new resolution, it will also be an opportunity to learn from each other and strengthen friendship. Our chosen theme seems apt: “World Blind Union – Taking our Place in the World!”

William Rowland

FROM THE WBU OFFICE

As many of you have by now heard, Catherine Munoz-Smith, our WBU Administrative Assistant, will be leaving us immediately following the General Assembly in order to return to school.  She has decided to pursue a Masters degree in Second Language education and international development.  Those of you who are attending the General Assembly will have an opportunity to say goodbye to Catherine there.
I am delighted to inform you, that we have been able to recruit Ms. Ianina Rodriguez as our new Administrative Assistant.  Ianina will join us on August 7th in order to have some orientation time with Catherine and Ianina will be in the office while Catherine and Penny are at the General Assembly.  Ianina is completely bilingual in Spanish and English and also speaks some Italian, Portuguese and French. She has spent much of her career working in administrative positions in other non-governmental organizations.  While we will all miss Catherine, we are also very excited to have Ianina join our WBU team in the WBU office.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY NEWS

By the time this E-bulletin reaches you, the General Assembly will either be right around the corner or will have commenced.  All documents for the General Assembly have been distributed by email to the participants and WBU members.  However, if you did not receive documents and would like to have access to them, you can find them on the WBU website at: www.worldblindunion.org under the section G. A. Reports.  You can also find them on the General Assembly website at: www.wbu2008.ch
In addition, as in the past, the WBU Women’s Forum and the General Assembly will be audio streamed live on ACB Radio through the generous sponsorship of the American Council of the Blind and Vision Australia.  At time of writing the direct links are unknown. However, links will be placed on the WBU website and the General Assembly websites, links indicated above as well as on the ACB Radio website at: www.acbradio.org
LETTER FROM WBU PRESIDENT TO GOVERNMENT OF TANZANIA REGARDING KILLING OF ALBINOS IN TANZANIA

(This letter was written on 14 July 2008 to

Honourable Prime Minister Mizengo Pinda of Tanzania)

PERSONS WITH ALBINISM IN THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA



We have been deeply disturbed by reports emanating from Tanzania concerning the killing of persons with albinism – as many as 25 people over the past year, according to one source. The fact that such individuals are partially sighted because of their albinism means that they form part of the constituency represented by the World Blind Union. 

Albinism is the subject of myth and superstition in many parts of the world, but killings to obtain body parts or to eliminate such persons from the community is the most extreme of reactions and cannot be ignored, either by the national government or the international community.

We are however encouraged to learn that you, as Prime Minister, are currently heading a task force investigating the issues of albinism in Tanzania. Bearing this in mind, the WBU would appeal to you seriously to consider the following actions:

· The passing of legislation outlawing discrimination and acts of violence against persons with albinism;

· The launching of an awareness campaign to inform people of the true nature of albinism and to dispel misconceptions and superstitious beliefs;

· The bringing to justice of the perpetrators of violence against persons with albinism; and

· Support for organizations representing persons with albinism.

In your reply to this letter from the World Blind Union, we would be most grateful if you could indicate what steps and measures are envisaged in addressing the situation. 

“LISTENING TO THE CHILDREN” CONGRESS
June 16-20, 2008, Pontevedra, Spain

Report by June Waugh, Chair WBU Children’s Committee

(Editor’s Note: While this report is a few pages long, in my view it really captures the essence of the Children’s congress and the views of our youngest members, which I know our members want to hear, and so I am including it in its entirety)
It is with great pleasure that I share with you the experience of the first international Congress for blind and low vision children from around the world, “Listening to the Children”. The Children’s Committee of the World Blind Union is honoured to have been a partner is this historic event. We committed to this project in March of 2005 when our present committee met for the first time in Baltimore, Maryland. For the several years leading up to the Congress we worked through our committee Vice-Chair, Ana Pelaez and ONCE, who would sponsor the Congress. As it drew nearer we participated in all aspects, including encouraging applicants, selecting participants, planning the program, and facilitating the daily sessions, both large assemblies and small group discussions.  Ana and June represented our committee in person in Pontevedra. Alma and Anil assisted in their countries through supporting the students from Mexico and India. Enrique Perez, representing both WBU and ONCE, worked very hard for us and welcomed and encouraged the applicants through his many email communications. Through the months leading up to the Congress and throughout the five days we were all together, there was a spirit of such hospitality, welcome, shared purpose and delight in this wonderful project. The staff at the Educational Resource Centre in Pontevedra made us all at home and provided every opportunity for camaraderie and congeniality to grow and flourish among the students and adults. 

Highlights of the Congress

The Congress opened in the early evening of June 16 in a very formal way. Each student had a name card with the flag of their country at their designated place, along with a headset and a microphone. In the interpreter’s box were Sabine and Alberto, our wonderful translators. At the head of the table were the facilitators, Bea, Ana, Ruth, and June.  For every day of our large assemblies we sat in this way. The setting and the way the meetings were presented set the tone immediately for important work and discussion. The first evening each student had an opportunity to say something about their country and why they wanted to come to the Congress. We explained to them that the goal of the Congress would be for them to prepare a Declaration of the needs and concerns of blind and low vision children around the world.  This Declaration would be used to improve the lives of children and to aid governments in understanding the particular issues facing visually impaired young people. 

The morning of June 17 we devoted to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. We had UNICEF’s very new publication, “It’s About Ability” which highlights the Convention and the important aspects for children. Each student had a copy in large print or Braille, Spanish or English. We are very grateful to UNICEF for providing this publication to us so quickly. Our goal was to look at the issues for children with an emphasis on visual impairment. We emphasized Article 7, Children with Disabilities, Article 8, Awareness Raising, and Article 24, Education. We also discussed the Convention on the Rights of the Child. After presenting the material a lively discussion ensued with the students about the different situations in their countries regarding their rights. Overarching concerns of the students included discrimination, being excluded, feeling different, shortage of teachers, independence and access to education.

Each day consisted of an Assembly meeting from 9:00 until 11:00 where the issues of school, family, peers, and community were discussed together. Then we divided into small groups to give each child more opportunity to speak. After each small group discussion a reporter would summarize what was said to the large assembly before lunch. I would like to share with you the diversity of these discussions. In the small group on Education that I facilitated along with Alberto, translating and facilitating, we had an amazing array of the dilemmas and problems facing children.  

· Cosmas from Zimbabwe went to a special school where there were no textbooks. The only way to have access to reading was through tape recorders which were often broken.

· Anastasia from Russia attended a boarding school for partially sighted children. Her teacher interpreted for her during this discussion.

· Raul from Cuba attended a special school for the arts in which there were no textbooks in Spanish or math in Braille. There was no technology in the school. 

· Mariela from the Dominican Republic did not have textbooks either, but she did have a computer and access to JAWS. 

· Stephanie from Cameroon attended a public school with 75 pupils per class. The teacher could not offer special help for Stephanie’s low vision needs. 

· Shari from New Zealand attended a regular school with good facilities, had a laptop in class, and felt very included. 

· Elena from Holland attended regular high school. She is the first student to have a visual impairment and has to do much advocating for herself. 

What was remarkable during these discussions was the development of empathy for each other’s situation. It became clear that in the developed countries social issues were most prevalent. This would include not wanting to look or feel different, finding a way to have access for what was on the board, feeling good about one’s self as a visually impaired person, feeling included. The issues for the developing countries were more fundamental, such as having books, learning Braille, access to any technology. In the discussion the students tried to address each other’s problems and to formulate ideas about what might be included in the Declaration. What came out of this particular group was the following:

· A debate about the issue of special schools versus public school

· Access to technology for all blind students

· Visually impaired students should not feel excluded

· Students should be allowed to take any elective in school

Other discussion groups raised other issues. This is meant to give you a feel for how the students worked and grew to understand each other. By the afternoon of June 18 we selected one person from each region to draft the first version of the Declaration. The following morning, June 19, the students had a copy of the proposed Declaration and an opportunity to add anything that they felt was missing. It was very important to us that every student felt heard and their particular concerns were validated. We encouraged them to think globally. We also had discussion of how we can take this work forward. The students had many ideas regarding this. All hoped there could be more meetings such as this Congress. We encouraged the students to write about the Congress and send us copies. The students suggested email lists, finding a way to include those without email or computer access, having more opportunity to share with other visually impaired children.

The Closing Ceremony

The students prepared for the Closing Ceremony all afternoon of the final day. Those who had been attending the afternoon Music Workshops were preparing entertainment. Some students participated in radio and television interviews. The remaining students practiced each taking a line of the Declaration and reading it in Spanish and English. It was a beautiful ceremony. The students were very excited and happy. The piano and singing performances were wonderful. The musicians were very talented. The students who read the Declaration did so with great dignity and poise. It was a wonderful culmination to their time together and our work with them. Twenty children who did not know each other on Monday became a team of ambassadors for blind children by Thursday! They took their role seriously and with great heart. We have much to look forward to as these young people grow up.

There is much more to share, and you will see by the upcoming DVD and book that ONCE is producing. I simply hoped to give you a feel for the Congress and to thank you whole heartedly for supporting it. As Lucas from Holland and Sarai from Mexico said in their introduction to the Declaration, “Thanks to all of you for making this dream come true.”

Declaration
On behalf of all blind and partially sighted children in the world, we would like to evaluate the current state of affairs with regards to our situation and suggest the following recommendations in order to improve our quality of life.


No blind or partially sighted child should be excluded from equal treatment under the law on the basis of disability.


Given that most blind children do not have access to education, we recommend all individuals have the right to an education and no impairment can prevent this from occurring.


Every child has the right to remain in the family they were born; visual impairment shall not be the grounds for removal.


Every child has the right to contribute to and receive the benefit of living in a community. For this to occur improvements to include all blind children must be made.


Every child has the right to receive appropriate help from the necessary institutions and societies.


No child shall be subjected to any sort of mistreatment on the basis of blindness or low vision.


Given the discrimination suffered by blind children, all children have the right not to be mistreated physically or mentally in the areas of school, home, and community.


All children should have the right to move freely within their community.


We, the blind and partially sighted children of the world, request that the governments and organizations representing our rights allocate funds for organizing events for the benefit of the children in their respective countries.


All blind children have a right to be accepted in any school and can not be discriminated based solely on their disability. There should be at least one teacher in every school with the necessary capabilities to provide an equal education opportunity for the child.


All children in the world, regardless of disability, have the right to be treated equally. 

We hope that governments around the world will consider our recommendations.  

FROM ICEVI DESK
EFA-VI Global Campaign – Philosophy to Practice

Dear Colleague:

When the Global Campaign on Education for All Children with Visual Impairment (EFA-VI) was launched at the 12th world conference of ICEVI held in Kuala Lumpur in July 2006, the concept was just a philosophy.  Hundreds of players including members of ICEVI and the WBU, professionals, parents, persons with visual impairment, governments, local and international non-governmental organisations worked together in the last two years to transform the philosophy into practice.  In the process, we are learning lessons, which would enable us come up with unique approaches in addressing the much cherished goal of creating access to education for all children with visual impairment.  Vietnam is our first experimental site and the results obtained till date are more than satisfactory.  

The National Technical Task Force formed exclusively for the EFA-VI campaign in Vietnam took responsibility to prepare a national plan of action which is used as the blueprint in implementing campaign activities.  960 classroom teachers from 12 provinces were already trained and they have identified 7,149 children with visual impairment for various interventions.  The objective of the campaign in Vietnam is to provide educational opportunities to 70% of the population of children with visual impairment by 2010 and 100% by 2015. This is a formidable target but our colleagues in Vietnam are geared up to achieve this with the momentum the campaign has already built in the country.

The Vietnam experience reveals the commitment of the Government in working closely with the national and international organisations in the area of disability present in the country.  The Vietnam Association of the Blind (VBA) takes an active role in the campaign to create a demand for education.  It has also established a Technology Centre in collaboration with ICEVI and the Nippon Foundation for improving the higher education of persons with visual impairment.  These higher education students are also serving as role models for children with visual impairment in schools.  

As more children with visual impairment are identified for services, the challenges too grow equally.  The data of children reveals that for every blind child, there are 10 children with low vision in the community and therefore, capacity building of teachers in this area is vital to make the campaign successful.  Enrolment of large numbers of children with visual impairment in the mainstream also results in the need for support services in terms of materials and human resources.  Braille books, magnifiers, and other assistive devices are necessary to provide appropriate education in the inclusive setting.  The Government and non-governmental organisations try to provide these support services to make the mainstreaming of children with visual impairment a successful learning experience.    

Therefore, education does not stop with enrolment.  In fact the process of education starts with enrolment and the global campaign realizes the need for multi-level and multi-pronged strategies involving all stakeholders to make education for all children with visual impairment successful in any country.  The Vietnam experience has certainly shown us the parameters that should be in place for making the EFA-VI Global Campaign successful and these lessons are most valuable to make the campaign a mass movement.  

Mani, M.N.G. 

Secretary General and Executive Director, EFA-VI
ANNOUNCEMENTS

First Membership Meeting of the GPDD

World leaders from Africa, Asia, Europe, North and South America, and Oceania representing civil society organizations, governments, and multilateral agencies including the World Bank and UNESCO unanimously approved a Charter and elected the First Board of Directors for the Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD) in Eschborn, Germany. The assembled agencies and organizations made a core commitment to a world of inclusive communities where individuals with disabilities regardless of age, gender, or type of disability enjoy their rights and have access to opportunities on an equal basis with others. Four years of planning by a Coordinating Task Force culminated in the historical formalization of GPDD with the election of the First Board of Directors. One of the 12 members elected to the Board is WBU President Dr. William Rowland who also serves as Co-Chair of the Board. 

The GPDD members agreed on a beginning plan of action to expand the membership base of GPDD promote data collection and analysis that identifies more accurately the living conditions of and barriers faced by people with disabilities in developing countries. 

ICEB 2008 General Assembly

The 4th general assembly of the International Council On English Braille (ICEB) was held on April 6th through 10th, 2008, in Melbourne, Australia. The participating countries were United States, United Kingdom, South Africa, Nigera, New Zealand, Canada and Australia. Highlights of the assembly included reports from the four countries that have adopted Unified English Braille (UEB) successfully, and a completion of new Braille code for the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). UEB, one of the largest project of ICEB, has been to develop a single international United English Braille Code standard for literary and technical purposes throughout the English-speaking World. A complete symbol list is published on ICEB's website. 

Another major project, the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), was carried out under the auspices of the ÂEB Linguistic committee and recommends an international standard Braille code.

Further information about both projects and the work of ICEB and its committees can be found under www.iceb.org
Peter Ackland New IAPB Director of Programmes 

The International Association for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) is pleased to announce that Peter Ackland has been appointed as the new Director of Programmes. He will take up the position on 11th August, taking over the programme-related management functions from Dick Porter who will 

retire. Peter Ackland has spent 23 years in development work, including eight years with Sightsavers International - initially as regional director for East and Southern Africa. IAPB Chief Executive Larry Hansen said: "Peter's experience and his existing relationship with many IAPB members will help take our shared VISION 2020 goals forward over the forthcoming years." 

The WBU congratulates Peter as he assumes this new role and we look forward to working with you as we work together to achieve the objectives of the Vision 2020 campaign.

RESOURCES
International Coalition Launches Groundbreaking Disability Rights Fund And Website

The Open Society Institute, The Sigrid Raising Trust, the United Kingdom Department for International Development, and an anonymous donor announced a groundbreaking collaboration to support the human rights for people with disabilities. 

Launched on the first anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CPRD), the Disability Rights Fund will provide financial support for human rights advocacy in the developing world and Eastern Europe/former Soviet Union. The broad objective of the Fund

will be to empower disabled persons organizations around the world to effectively implement and monitor the CPRD. 

Disability Rights Fund (DRF) also launched the new website, available under www.disabilityrightsfund.org . With a clear and easy to use design, the website provides information on the Fund’s history and strategy, governance, as well as biographies of its advisors and donors. 

For more information on the Disability Rights Fund, see 

www.disabilityrightsfund.org
RoboBraille Offers Translation from Braille to Speech

RoboBraille is an email-based translation service capable of translating documents to and from contracted Braille and to synthetic speech. Users submit documents (e.g., text files, Word documents, HTML pages) as email attachments. The translated results are returned to the user via email, typically within a matter of minutes. The service is available free of charge to all non-commercial users. For more information, please visit: http://www.robobraille.org
NEWS FROM OUR REGIONS

NORTH AMERICAN/CARIBBEAN

United States Court of Appeal rules that Dollar Bills Discriminate against the Blind

As the U.S. Court of Appeal for the District of Columbia Circuit ruled this month, the United States might have to redesign its money, because the traditional green bank notes discriminate against the blind and visually impaired. Using the same colour and shape on all bills makes it too difficult for people with poor vision to distinguish between denominations.

This ruling means U.S. Treasury Department may have to make bills different sizes, and include raised markings and oversized numbers on each bill. As the court stated, adding features to aid the blind and visually impaired would come at a relatively small cost. It noted that many other currencies, eg. the Euro and the Canadian Dollar, were already designed to be more accessible.

Jim Sanders Announces Retirement from CNIB

Jim Sanders, President and CEO of the CNIB, recently announced to the Board of Directors his intention to retire. No date for his retirement has been confirmed as Jim will remain in his role until a replacement is recruited.  The CNIB Board of Directors is in the process of launching a search.  Jim, who has been very active within the WBU for some 20 years now, serving as North America/Caribbean Region President and presently the Region Vice-President, as well as other roles within the WBU, will remain active within the WBU and will retain his role as one of the Canadian Delegates and on the WBU’s Executive.

AFRICA

Dedication of New National Resource Center for the Blind in Liberia

The Vice President of Liberia Joseph Boakai has officially dedicated the newly constructed facilities of the National Resource Center for the Blind near the capital city Monrovia. The program brought together approximately 600 blind and partially sighted persons from around the country, including sighted students from other schools within the community and educators. 

Among the facilities were two student dormitories, funded by the UN Refugee Agency and the government of the Netherlands. A clinic funded by the World Bank through the Liberia Agency for Community Empowerment was also commissioned.  The projects followed separate appeals by the Christian Association of the Blind (CAB) to enable blind students have easy access to a six-classroom school earlier built by LACE for the blind and partially sighted.

Dr. James Ndahiro Elected As Member Of parliamentarians In Rwanda 

On Sunday 11th May, 2008 people with disabilities in Rwanda elected Dr. James Ndahiro, who is blind, as a member of parliamentarians to serve at the East African Legislative Assembly (EALA). His presence in EALA gives disabled people in the East Africa region a voice in the assembly. Dr. Ndahiro has previously served as an AFUB Board member. AFUB congratulate him and hope that he will use the opportunity to bring the issues of disabled people in Africa in general and East Africa in particular to EALA's agenda. 

Sudan Passes New Disability Bill 

The Sudanese Cabinet has passed the Disability Bill 2008. The minister of Social Welfare, Women and Child Affairs presented it in April, this year. The Bill replaces the Disability Act of 1984. The Bill obliges state bodies and the societies to respect the rights of disabled people assist them in leading a normal life, involve disabled people in public life, ensure effective political, cultural, social and sport participation and maintain their right to an education, employment and free movement. The Bill will be referred to the National Assembly for final approval. This is a fantastic achievement for disabled people's organizations that have been campaigning for this since 2004. It is hoped the country will ratify it soon.

Launch of the First Fully Accessible Library in South Africa

The launch of the first fully accessible library for persons with disabilities in South Africa took place on Friday 6 June at the Central Library in East London. This pilot project launched by Buffalo City Municipality, in partnership with the Centre for Municipal Research and Advice (CMRA). The installed equipment which includes various accessible assistive devices such as magnifier and brailler, will be offered free of charge to individual community members with disabilities, who are encouraged to read, study and develop themselves as much as possible.

Danish Association Of The Blind Strengthening Disability Movement In Ghana

From July 1, 2008 Danish Association of the Blind is entering into a new partnership together with two other national disability organisations with the purpose of strengthening the disability movement in Ghana. Through an 18 month pilot project worth 1.1 Million US$  will aim to develop fundraising and advocacy tools which will include a number of issues concerning the enactment of the disability act and council in Ghana and various important issues at district/local level. 

Ghana Association of the Blind (GAB) has for more than 20 years been working with its Danish partner, and is today a strong, out-reaching and vocal organization. After the pilot phase the project is expected to continue for another 4-5 years if the analytical tools and strategies are developed.

ASIA PACIFIC

Vision in the Face of Disaster 

On 12th May, an earthquake of magnitude 8 hit Sichuan province, China. People all over China and the world were shocked by the news, and the scenes of devastation which followed. 

IAPB member organisation He Eye Hospital decided to send medical teams to the worst-hit areas to provide eye care emergency services. He Eye Hospital staff donated money and goods for the people who had suffered from the earthquake. 

Dr. He Wei led the first medical team, consisting of 20 members, to attend Mianzhu city, Sichuan province with the He Mobile Eye Hospital. A large truck, lengthened and modified for its special purpose was equipped with facilities and instruments for various surgical procedures, as well as ophthalmic medicines for distribution in the disaster areas. 

During the following two weeks, the Mobile Eye Hospital screened 5,226 people, delivered 3,653 eye drops, cured 429 patients, performed 36 surgeries and donated close to 700 pairs of spectacles. One memorable patient was a wounded soldier, whose eye had been damaged by hot metal while he was welding a pipe three days previously. The wound was infected, leaving the soldier with poor vision and in great pain. Dr. He performed surgery on the soldier immediately, removing the foreign body in his cornea. After the operation, the regiment's commander shook hands with Dr. He firmly and repeatedly expressed his deep appreciation. Dr. He was deeply moved, saying, "we all should devote ourselves to help victims during the national crisis."

In addition to the medical treatments, more than 10 thousand public information handbills about eye disease prevention were distributed and 4 lectures delivered. The medical team also collected information about the prevalence and incidence of different eye diseases in the disaster areas. This information could form part of an important database for rebuilding eye care system in the disaster areas for the next-step plan of He Eye Hospital. 

EUROPE

News from Iceland

At the General Assembly of Blindrafelagid, the Association of the Blind and Partially Sighted in Iceland, a new mentoring scheme was introduced whereby members of Blindrafelagid can apply for individual funding towards employment opportunities, sport participation and artistic creation. The first Encouragement Grants were given at the General Assembly to six individual members of the Association. In addition, 109,000 Euros were donated by the Lions Movement of Iceland on the occasion of the GA to support a guide dog project supervised by Blindrafelagid.

For further information from Blindrafelagid 

Website: www.blind.is
"Touch and See": A Tactile Photography Exhibition In Ukraine  

In May 2008, Ukrainian photographer Youry Bilak presented a tactile photography exhibition entitled Touch and See. The show took place in Kiev. Thirty tactile images made of polymer were presented alongside audio files describing each picture. The voice descriptions were recorded by eighteen high profile members of the Ukrainian cultural scene, including journalists, artists, the former Minister of Culture and the First Lady of Ukraine Kateryna Yushchenko. The exhibition was the first initiative of its kind in Ukraine. 

For further information:

Youry Bilak, Ukrainian Artist and Photographer

Website: www.yourybilak.com
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