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Contributions to the WBU E-Bulletin

Contributions are welcome to the E-Bulletin.  We thank those of you who have been providing us with content for the E-bulletins and encourage contributions from all regions.   Our next deadline for content submission will be December 31st for our January 2009 issue of the E-bulletin.  We will accept submissions in English, French and Spanish, preferably in electronic format.

President’s Message
I would like to begin by congratulating those who were elected to the first Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Monitoring Committee held in New York on November 3rd and wish them well in the work ahead.

There were many people who are blind or have low vision nominated by their governments to this committee and although not all were successful, it is pleasing to see that five were elected.  Of the 12 member committee elected, nine are people with personal experience of disability, five are women and five people are blind or have low vision.

I am sure we will all hear these names a great deal in the years ahead.  More information about these committee appointments can be found in an article in the E-bulletin.
We have been very busy planning for our first Officers meeting of the Quadrennium in the UK which will be hosted by RNIB in early December. At this meeting the officers along with a few key resource persons will map out the work program for the next four years. Resolutions adopted by the 7th General Assembly will be a key input into this plan along with resolutions not completed from past assemblies as well as a number of initiatives ongoing from the 2004 – 2008 term. A copy of the Strategic Plan will be translated and placed on the webpage early in the new year and updated twice annually. 

Through the excellent leadership of Chris Friend and Dan Pescod, the Right to Read Campaign continues to be extremely active. The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights met November 3-7 in Geneva at which WBU was in attendance.

The partnership between the WBU, Daisy Consortium and IFLA (Libraries for the Blind) promoted a proposal at this meeting for a Treaty which would introduce a standard mandatory Exception from Copyright which would considerably advance the ‘Global Lending Library’ concept.  This would enable accessible formats to be produced and exported/imported around the world for use by blind and partially sighted people and for library distribution by service providing organisations and through the public library service.  

The response from WBU members in lobbying their government representatives at this meeting was excellent in support of this proposal.  More information about this important meeting as well as future plans is contained in an article later on in the E-bulletin. 
2009 is a very special year as we recognize and celebrate the bicentenary of the birth of Louis Braille. For the millions of past, present and future users of Braille we are reminded daily of the contribution of this inspiring French man. There are many celebrations planned throughout 2009 commencing with the conference in Paris 4 – 8 January.

I hope many of you have the opportunity to be part of some of these special and creative events that will take place during 2009.

As this will be the final issue for 2008, I would like to thank those who make regular and interesting contributions to this publication. I urge all regions to provide a report on the work of their region for every issue as we all have so much to learn and share with each other.

I look forward to a busy 2009.

Maryanne Diamond

President

Important Reminder – Nominations for Louis Braille Medallion Extended to March 31, 2009
As reported in the September issue of the WBU E-bulletin, a decision was made to award the Louis Braille medallions during the Bicentenary year rather than at the General Assembly.
The nomination form in English, French and Spanish can be found on the WBU website under the Scholarships and Awards section and there is also a link from the latest news section on the home page.  You may also request a form from the WBU office if you wish.

General Assembly News
As promised in the last E-bulletin, we are continuing to place documents from the General Assembly on the website.  To date we have posted the new lists of Officers and Executive, the revised Constitution, the Resolutions and the two new publications released at the Assembly.  We have also sent a number of the keynote presentations for translation, and once these are ready, we will place them on the website under the General Assembly reports section.  We are continuing to work on the actual proceedings of the Assembly but this does take a great deal of time and so these will not likely be ready until early in the New Year.  Once they are ready they will be translated and distributed.

Please continue to visit the website for updates. We have also been working on improving the content in the French site and we hope you find it now has more information of use to you.

Louis Braille Bicentenary
The 200th anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille is now fast approaching and a number of events are being planned around the world.  Special celebrations are being planned by our members in France, which includes an international conference on Braille as well as special events at the Louis Braille birthplace and the Pantheon.  We will hope to give you highlights of this conference in a future issue of the E-bulletin.
Our Canadian colleagues have been doing a tremendous amount of work to recognize the Braille bicentenary.  Of particular note: the World Braille Day kit, which was developed several years ago, has been updated to reflect the 200th anniversary celebrations.  There are many useful resources in the kit and handbook including sample media releases, how to work with the media, sample lesson plans for teachers and much more.  This information is easily adaptable for other countries.  You may access all of this information directly from their website at www.braille200.ca.  The website also has some very useful links to other sites and resources.
Asteroid Named after Louis Braille!

In 1999 the Planetary Society named an asteroid after Louis Braille, the inventor of the magic Braille system. Kerry Babcock, at this time worked as a software engineer at the Kennedy Space Center, suggested this name to the society's asteroid international name contest. Asteroid Braille, old name Asteroid KD 1992, was discovered on May, 27th, 1992 by the astronomers Ms. Eleanor Helin and Kenneth Lawrence at the Palomar Observatory, San Diego California. During NASA's Deep Space 1 observing program Asteroid Braille became a main target to observe by the spacecraft on July, 29th in 1999.

At the annual meeting of WBU's North American/Caribbean region September 29 - October 1, 1999, at the Library of Congress in Washington, a commemorative plaque for naming Asteroid Braille was presented. Euclid Herie, former President of the WBU between 1996 and 2000, said during this meeting: 
"The World Blind Union is particularly pleased that the International Astronomical Union approved naming this new asteroid in honor of Louis Braille. Continuing world recognition of the importance of braille for blind individuals has been one of the World Blind Union's missions. This plaque will reside in the national libraries of the members of the North America/ Caribbean region of the World Blind Union. It will be a reminder to the people of the world of the importance of braille to blind individuals."

Moreover Ms. Helin, one of Asteroid Braille's discoverers in 1992, stated:
"Inventions are the products of the human mind. It is particularly appropriate to honor Braille and his invention of a means of communication with the minds of humans who are otherwise limited in their ability to 'see' the outside world. Spacecraft such as Deep Space 1, in their own way, also provide a means for humans to 'see' other worlds."

Canadian Braille Authority Sponsors Braille Challenge for Elementary School Students
January 4th, 2009 marks the 200th birthday of Louis Braille.  In honour of the occasion the Canadian Braille Authority (an organization which promotes braille literacy) is sponsoring a Braille Challenge which will enable elementary school students across Canada to learn the basics of the braille code.  Free online braille tutorials will be made available. Challenge activities include tasks such as decoding secret braille messages and producing braille labels for the school environment.  Participants will have a chance to win gold, silver and bronze certificates.  The Braille Challenge officially begins on November 17th, 2008.  

First Committee of Experts on Disability Rights Convention Elected
On November 3, 2008, the first Conference of States Parties on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) elected the new Committee which will be in charge of monitoring the implementation of the CRPD.  The Committee comprises seven men and five women, of which nine are persons with disabilities. The twelve Committee members elected are: 

· Monsur Ahmed Choudhuri (Bangladesh)
4-year term
· Amna Ali Al Suweidi (Qatar)
4-year term
· György Könczei (Hungary)
2-year term

· Ana Peláez Narváez (Spain)
4-year term

· Cveto Uršiè (Slovenia)
2-year term

· Jia Yang (China)
4-year term
· Mohamed Al-Tarawneh (Jordan)
4-year term

· Ron McCallum (Australia)
2-year term
· Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes (Chile)
4-year term
· Germán Xavier Torres Correa (Ecuador)
2-year term
· Lotfi Ben Lallohom (Tunisia)
2-year term
· Edah Wangechi Maina (Kenya)
2-year term
By drawing lots, six Committee members listed above will serve for a two-year mandate, while the other six members have a four-year mandate.

William Rowland, Immediate Past President of the World Blind Union and Chair of the International Disability Alliance CRPD Forum, congratulated the members of the Committee for their election and look forward to very close interaction with the Committee. He encouraged all Committee members to support Rules of Procedure for the new Committee that will ensure meaningful participation from representative organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) in all stages of their work. The Committee should consider the IDA CRPD Forum not only as the network that represents the key stakeholders of the CRPD, but also as a source of expertise.

The Committee will hold its first one-week meeting in Geneva in February 2009.
Right to Read Campaign Update
During the past number of months, the WBU Copyright and Right to Read Working Group and international member partners, DAISY Consortium and IFLA Libraries for the Blind Section, have been working diligently to further our efforts to remove copyright barriers and to promote the establishment of a Global Lending Library for the Blind and Partially Sighted.  This included the elaboration of a draft WIPO Treaty for Improved Access for Blind, Visually Impaired and other Reading Disabled Persons. The two main features of the proposed treaty include providing a minimum standard for limitations and exceptions for the blind and visually impaired, and allowing and encouraging the import and export of works in accessible formats. The biggest beneficiaries of the treaty will be blind and visually impaired persons living in developing countries, as they will have far greater access to works currently only available in high-income countries. 

While this draft treaty has had tremendous support from several governments, in many cases at the request of our WBU national members, other countries are still resisting such a measure.  A recent meeting held in Geneva in early November garnered much support and good will but as yet no decisions in our favour.  The next meeting will be held in March and it is hoped that our advocacy efforts will result in approval of the treaty.  A copy of the draft treaty can be obtained from the WBU office upon request.
Senior Management Institute - September/October 2008

The 2008 Senior Management Institute (SMI), which is a triennial comprehensive management training course of the WBU Institutional Development Programme (IDP) concluded on October 24, 2008. Steven Rothstein, President of Perkins School for the Blind, Boston USA, attended the graduation ceremony at Optima College in Pretoria to present the participants with their certificates. 

This year, the SMI was again hosted by the South Africa National Council for the Blind (SANCB) and co-sponsored by the Hilton Perkins Programme of Perkins School for the Blind and Sightsavers International along with the African Decade of the Disabled. The Decade requested the SMI leadership to work with and through its funding to provide places on the course for leaders in the blind and Albinism community around Africa.

Seventeen participants from nine countries took part in this year’s course.  Some of the participants are connected to regional bodies like the African Union of the Blind (AFUB), and the Embryonic African Albinism Alliance (AAA). The participants to this year’s course are all leaders of their organizations. Some operate in a voluntary capacity while employed across the spectrum of society. This year’s course includes: a University Lecturer from Nigeria, a Commissioner on Disability from Liberia, an International Development Worker from Uganda, a Programme Manager from Ghana, a Senior Education Curriculum Development Officer from Kenya, and leaders within the blindness, albinism and the broader disability community.

The SMI is a six-week nonprofit management training course which is geared toward participants and trainers learning from one another’s experience via series of seminar discussions on lessons derived from practical experiential activities.  The course is designed to give the learner an opportunity to apply classroom theory into organizational practice with supervision and feedback from instructors and colleagues. The Institute is specifically aimed at Managers/Directors, senior personnel, and/or senior volunteers in organizations that provide services for the blind and/or visually impaired in developing countries. The formal instructional component of the SMI is carried out over a six-week period, with several field visits to sites to organizations that provide support to services for persons who are blind and/or to persons with disabilities as its core objective. 
In the News
Dr. Susan Spungin to Receive Migel Medal Award

It was announced recently by the American Foundation for the Blind that in March 2009, Dr. Susan Spungin will receive the Migel Medal Award.  The AFB Migel Medal—the highest honor in the blindness field—was established in 1937 by the late M.C. Migel, the first chairperson of AFB, to honor professionals and volunteers whose dedication and achievements have improved the lives of people who are blind or visually impaired.  Susan, who served as Treasurer of the WBU from 2004 – 2008, is retiring from AFB in December after close to forty years.  Our congratulations to Susan for receiving this most prestigious honor!
TifloInnova 2008 

After the enthusiastic reception offered to the International Exhibition of Assistive Technology for people with visual disabilities “TifloInnova” three years ago, the CIDAT (Centre for Research, Development and Application of Technologies for the Blind of ONCE), organized its second edition last November 21st to 23rd in Madrid, Spain, with free admission for all visitors.

Forty two exhibitors from 15 countries such as the United States, Germany, United Kingdom, Japan, France, South Korea, etc, were present in Madrid.  Leading commercial companies that often take part in the most outstanding fairs throughout the world displayed their latest access technological solutions.

TifloInnova 2008 is conceived as a benchmark and dynamic meeting point to bring together both manufacturers and dealers of software, hardware and all sorts of assistive products as well as users, members of the family and professionals related to education, employment, rehabilitation, leisure and daily life of people with visual disabilities.

Once again, TifloInnova 2008 was intended to be the best showcase to display the latest world developments in assistive technology for people with blindness or visual impairments. Exhibitions, workshops, special shows, practice-oriented demonstrations … a whole world of advances helped to bring assistive technology a step closer to all visitors, who were able to apprehend it as something natural, simple and close to their daily activities.

As relevant facts about TifloInnova, we can inform that an important number of manufacturers – mainly from abroad - had the opportunity to exhibit their products and service range.  There were also a high number of representatives from leading external companies and delegates from international associations of the blind.

For additional information, please visit the web site 

http://tifloinnova2008.once.es
Global Network Formed for Women with Disabilities

There are over 300 million women with disabilities around the world, representing a huge and important part of society. They are facing multiple forms of discrimination.

We, the participants in a global Summit on the Rights of Women with Disabilities, held in Quebec, Canada, in August 2008, have come together to claim our rights, through the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the human rights framework. Today, we take the first, historic step by creating a global network of women with disabilities, which must include women with ALL types of disabilities from ALL over the world.

We will use this network to share our knowledge and experiences, speak up for our rights, bring about change and inclusion in our communities, and empower women with disabilities to be leaders of today and tomorrow. We invite ALL women with disabilities to join us and we will achieve these goals TOGETHER.
Adopted on August 27, 2008, Quebec, Canada

Google Settlement with Authors, Publishers will have Positive Results for the Blind

The National Federation of the Blind, a leading advocate for access to information by the blind in the United States, announced recently that the recent settlement between Google and authors and publishers over the Google Books project, if approved by the courts, will have a profound and positive impact on the ability of blind people to access the printed word.  The terms of the settlement that was reached on October 28, among Google, the Authors Guild, and the Association of American Publishers, on behalf of a broad class of authors and publishers, allow Google to provide the material it offers users "in a manner that accommodates users with print disabilities so that such users have a substantially similar user experience as users without print disabilities."  Blind people, like other members of the public, will be able to search the texts of books in the Google Books database online; purchase some books in an accessible format; or access accessible books at libraries and other entities that have an institutional subscription to the Google Books database.  Once the court approves the settlement, Google will work to launch these services as quickly as possible.  

Dr. Marc Maurer, President of the National Federation of the Blind, said:
"Access to the printed word has historically been one of the greatest challenges faced by the blind.  The agreement between Google and authors and publishers will revolutionize access to books for blind Americans.  Blind people will be able to search for books through the Google Books interface and purchase, borrow, or read at a public library any of the books that are available to the general public in a format that is compatible with text enlargement software, text-to-speech screen access software, and refreshable Braille devices.  With 7 million books already available in the Google Books collection and many more to come, this agreement means that blind people will have more access to print books than we have ever had in human history.  The blind, just like the sighted, will have a world of education, information, and entertainment literally at our fingertips.  The National Federation of the Blind commends the parties to this agreement for their commitment to full and equal access to information by the blind."

While this agreement is presently applicable to the United States only, it is expected that it will be expanded internationally and the WBU Right to Read taskforce has already commenced strategies regarding its worldwide availability. 
War Declared On Blindness

Dubai – The ruler of the booming Gulf emirate of Dubai announced on Wednesday he would fund the treatment of one million people risking blindness.

"Noor Dubai" (Arabic for 'Light of Dubai') aims to "deliver preventive eye care to over one million people as part of its drive to realize its vision of a world free from curable forms of blindness," Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashed al-Maktoum said in a speech read on his behalf at the launch of his initiative.

Sheikh Mohammad, who is also Vice President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates, of which Dubai is part, did not put a price tag on his drive, announced on the third day of the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan which is marked by a surge of charity in the oil-rich Gulf region. But unlike a charity launched during Ramadan last year which raised funds to educate millions of children, the new effort will be bankrolled by Dubai's ruler, who was estimated by Forbes magazine in August to be worth US$18-billion.
"In addition to the UAE, Noor Dubai will reach out to people in Iraq, Afghanistan, Mali, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Pakistan, Ethiopia, Bangladesh, Egypt, Jordan and Palestine," a statement released during the launch said.

The initiative "aims to help the World Health Organisation and International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness in achieving their goals outlined in Vision 2020: the Right to Sight", the statement said.  It will help people suffering from three major eye diseases – cataract, which is the leading cause of blindness in the world affecting 18 million people representing 48 percent of the total number of blind people; strabismus that affects over five percent of children worldwide; and corneal opacities which is responsible for the blindness of 4,9 million people. – Sapa-AFP

Copyright 2008 Independent Online

http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=3&art_id=nw20080903152947872C219771&newslett=1&em=161203a1a20080904ah 

Gene Discovery May Help Hunt for Blindness Cure 

British scientists have discovered a gene mutation linked to the most common cause of blindness in the developed world, age-related macular degeneration (AMD). The scientists said they had found six variants within the gene called Serping1 that were associated with AMD.

"Our findings add to the growing understanding of the genetics of age-related macular degeneration, which should ultimately lead to novel treatments for this common and devastating disease," Sarah Ennis and Andrew Lotery of the University of Southampton reported in the Lancet journal.

AMD -- which involves damage to the delicate cells of the macula, a region at the center of the retina -- is increasingly common as people get older.

Around 90 percent of patients diagnosed with AMD have the so-called dry version, for which no treatment is currently available.

The rest have wet AMD, which occurs when tiny new blood vessels grow between the retina and the back of the eye. This form of the disease can be treated with modern drugs.

Gender, Disability and Development Institute (GDDI): 

Mobility International USA held the 2008 Gender, Disability and Development Institute from August 27th to August 30th.  Twenty-five women leaders with disabilities from 24 countries met with over 20 representatives from development agencies.  The women were all participants in MIUSA’s Women’s Institute on Leadership and Disability (WILD). The GDDI included workshops on inclusive development, disability issues in developing countries, and ways to incorporate people with disabilities at all stages of the development process.  Visit their website at: www.miusa.org for further information.

Easy2c Producing Large Print Greetings Cards

World Sight Day 2008, which took place on October 9th, was focused on raising awareness about vision loss amongst older people. To coincide with this awareness raising event, Jim and Linda Lawson, a visually impaired couple in the United Kingdom, launched an innovative venture: Easy2C, a company producing a very different type of greetings card which is, as it says on the tin, easy to see for anyone with a sight loss who can still read a little large print. Both the artwork and print size have been carefully designed to match the needs of those losing vision and those with conditions such as Macular Degeneration or Glaucoma.

The card designs are produced by a visually impaired artist, Rachel Duerden. 5% of the profits will go back to charities supporting and selling their work, commencing with Henshaws Society for Blind People who have very kindly offered their knowledge and assistance to get the venture off the ground and host the points of sale for Jim and Linda.

For further information, contact Easy2C at 01704 573199 or Henshaws in Liverpool, at 0151 227 1226.

News from Our Regions
EUROPE
New European Regulation for Blind and Partially Sighted Air Passengers

The European Regulation (EC) N°1107/2006 concerning the rights of disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility when travelling by air, entered into force on July, 26 2008. The new Regulation guarantees fair access to air travel and to put an end to discriminatory practices. Assistance will be provided at no additional cost and will be geared to the specific needs of the disabled person. This means for example that no blind or partially sighted passenger should be offered a wheelchair without having requested one.

The Regulation introduces designated points of assistance. In the past, assistance was provided from the point of check-in and the visually impaired passenger had to walk at times long distances in unfamiliar environment from the point of set-down (train station, taxi rank, bus stop) to the check-in point. "With the new Regulation the disabled passenger will no longer have to struggle to find the assistance she or she needs; rather, assistance will come to her or him at the designated point of arrival in the airport", said EBU President Lord Colin Low.

The provision on the carriage of assistance dogs is however not fully satisfactory in that it remains subject to national access laws which are not consistent across the EU.

Lord Low calls upon all EBU member organisations to see to it that the new Regulation is implemented effectively to the benefit of the hundreds of thousands visually impaired people who have so far been prevented from travelling by air because of the many barriers in the way of the travel chain. 

Further information from EBU Office, ebuoffice@euroblind.org
Access to Television

Representatives of EBU have continued to attend meetings with the television industry to discuss making television broadcasts and television equipment accessible to disabled people. Some TV manufacturers have now signed the much-discussed "self-commitment" document. This states that they will ensure TV equipment has certain basic accessibility features, such as easy-to-use remote controls. There has still not been any serious commitment by industry to make TVs "speak". This is a key requirement for blind people! The TV industry maintained until quite recently that this would be near to technically impossible. However, some months ago RNIB proved that it is possible by demonstrating prototypes it has developed which have this functionality.

TV industry has since then been raising questions about the market demand for such products, the increased costs they might entail and so on. Between November 30th and December 2nd the second "E-Inclusion Ministerial Conference" will take place in Vienna. This follows a year on from the Lisbon Ministerial Conference on the same subject. EBU hopes to have a stand at this conference at which we will highlight the failure of the market to provide accessible television, and urge the Commission to make a legislative proposal to require TV manufacturers to make their sets accessible to blind people.

Further information and briefing material from Dan Pescod, 

RNIB European and International Campaigns Manager, 

dan.pescod@rnib.org.uk
AFRICA

African Decade of Persons with Disabilities Extended To December 2019

This is to announce that the AU Continental Decade of Persons with Disabilities has been extended to December 2019.

The Windhoek Declaration on Social Development adopted by Ministers in Charge of Social Development on 31 October 2008, adopted Resolution 6, which reads as follows:  “ADOPT the extension of the Continental Decade of Persons with Disabilities for the period 2010-2019; CALL for the evaluation of the existing Decade and its Plan of Action (1999-2009) and the speedy conclusion of the evaluation and restructuring of the African Rehabilitation Institute (ARI)”
Under the Same Sun and Positive Exposure in Solidarity with Albino People in Tanzania
(Editor’s Note: Excerpted from article by Elly Macha from AFUB News.  Given the serious concern that all WBU members have regarding the situation facing Albinos in Tanzania, this article is reproduced almost in its entirety)
The Under The Same Sun Fund is a Canadian federally registered non-profit organization founded in 2008 by Peter Ash, who also acts as Chairman of the Board for the fund. Peter is a passionate philanthropist and entrepreneur, holding an undergraduate degree in Theology and a graduate degree in psychology.  Peter also has albinism, a genetic condition which results in significantly reduced vision. The goal of the fund is to provide resources which allow these people groups to increase their quality of life and gain increased independence.

Positive Exposure – The Spirit of Difference
Positive Exposure, founded in 1997 by former fashion photographer Rick Guidotti, challenges the stigma associated with difference by celebrating the beauty and richness of human diversity. In 1998, Rick founded Positive Exposure, a non profit organization that challenges stigma associated with difference by pioneering a new vision of the beauty and richness of genetic diversity. Rick’s photo essay “Redefining Beauty” in Life Magazine won the Genetic Alliance’s “Art of Reporting” award.

From the 21st to the 29th October 2008, Peter Ash and Rick Guidotti made a trip to Tanzania, to express Under the Same Sun and Positive Exposures’ solidarity and support to Albino community of Tanzania following their killing perpetrated by witch doctors. For the past one year, people with albinism in Tanzania have been targeted for body parts that are used in witchcraft, in belief that potions made from an albino's legs, hair, hands, and blood can make a person rich. 

Between October 2007 and October 2008, 30 Albino persons have been killed in Lake Victoria zone of Tanzania. 

Before going to Tanzania, Peter Ash collected more than 10,000 signatures of people around the world who completed the petition confirming that they: 

1. Welcoming the strong condemnations by Tanzania's President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of the killings of people with albinism in his country and his promise of concentrated efforts to put an end to these crimes against humanity.

2. Congratulating President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete on his important decision to nominate Ms. Al-Shaymaa Kwegyir as the first Albino Member of Parliament, signifying the government’s alarm regarding these horrific crimes.

3. Recognizing and supporting the government’s actions in arresting 173 suspects connected with the killing of albinos in Tanzania, and hereby asking that those being detained:

a. be tried in a court of law, and that

b. those found guilty of these macabre crimes be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

4. Asking that the Government of Tanzania provides resources to the albinism community in terms of public education and protection, with the goal to reduce the crippling discrimination albinos experience in their schools and communities.

5. Declaring my support for persons with albinism living in Tanzania during this time of dire crisis.

6. Reminding persons within the Tanzanian albinism community that they are NOT ALONE and that many throughout the world are standing with them in defense of their fundamental human right to safety, security and freedom.

During this visit, Peter Ash and Rick Guidotti held meetings with Tanzania President and Prime Minister, Canadian High Commission to Tanzania and with members of Tanzania Albino Society (TAS). The main aim of the meetings was to exchange ideas on measures to be taken to stop the killing of albino people.  

In a workshop conducted by Under The Same Sun and Positive Exposure team with representative of Tanzania Albino Society (TAS) on the 23rd October at Kilimanjaro Hotel in Dar es Salaam, which AFUB Executive Director participated, short and long term measures to stop the killings were proposed. Some of the short term measures proposed are:

· A census must be done to know the exact population of albino in the country for the purpose of knowing where they are and plan for their security.

· All albino children should be taken to boarding schools because for the moment they are not attending school in fear of their safety.

· The government should use its existing village structure (10 houses leadership) to identify those practicing witchcraft.

· Healthcare for albino people should be given adequate attention.

· Tanzania should ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability (UNCRPD).

· Disability Act and Disability Policy should be enforced. 

Some of the long term measures include:
· There is a great need of awareness raising on albinism in the communities.

· Building the capacity of Tanzania Albino Society (TAS) to be a strong organisation to be able to advocate for their human rights. 

· Increased networking with other national, regional and international disability organisations. 

After the workshop a press conference was held to brief the media the outcome of the workshop. To conclude the activities of the day, Dar es Salaam Albino Cultural Group entertained workshop participants and the media by playing drums and other musical instruments, singing and dancing.

While in Tanzania, Under The Same Sun and Positive Exposure team visited two inclusive schools in Dar es Salaam, in which children with different impairments (visual, deafblind, intellectual, albino and physical) study alongside with their non disabled peers.

Under The Same Sun promised to do whatever possible to support the albino community in Tanzania, to build their capacity in advocacy and lobbying, as well as providing them with hats and sunscreen lotions to protect their skins. 

For further information contact:

Under The Same Sun Fund

E-mail: info@underthesamesun.com
Website: www.underthesamesun.com
Positive Exposure

E-mail: rick@positiveexposure.org
Blog: www.positiveexposure.wordpress.com
Web feedback: web@positiveexposure.org
Translation of the Constitution into Braille in Mozambique

Mozambican President, Armando Guebuza, said that the launch of the braille constitution was part of his government's promises to uplift human rights of all the country's citizens, despite their disabilities. The translation was funded by the government and international donors. Social Welfare Minister, Virgilia Matabele, presented the first 150 copies of the braille constitution at a ceremony, which was also attended by representatives of the blind people's association (Acamo). President of Acamo, Jose Tomo, said his association was satisfied with the government's initiative.

Vision 2020 Regional Resource Centre for the Blind in West Africa 

A Regional Resource Centre for Community Eye Health / Prevention of Blindness in Nigeria and other West Africa Countries was established under the global initiative V2020 -The Right to Sight. Vision2020 is a Global Initiative for the elimination of avoidable blindness jointly launched by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness. This is the only centre covering the entire of West African Regions. The initiative aims to help eliminate needless blindness by the year 2020 through three core activities (Disease Control, Human Resource Development and Infrastructure Development). 

The centre provides:

· Accessible Community Eye Health (CEH) education materials and information services to target users and other Blind institutions across the globe. 

· Strengthen CEH training programmes in West Afriica, Europe, and Asia through provision of learning materials and information services. 

· Establish a network of CEH resources within the West African sub-region and with the international network of Community Eye Health Resource centers, schools, libraries and blind centers.

ASIA/PACIFIC
Blind Korean Masseurs Win Case

A South Korean law which states that only the visually impaired can be licensed masseurs has been upheld in the country's Constitutional Court.

The licensed masseurs - who must be registered blind - have been protesting against moves to change the law.  They say it is a legal protection that provides many blind people with autonomy and an income. "Massage is in effect the only occupation available for the visually handicapped and there is little alternative to guarantee earnings for those persons",
said the Constitutional Court in a statement. Welfare experts say that although the law helps blind people to make a living, it makes employers in other fields less likely to hire the visually impaired, thus adding to workplace discrimination.

The law goes back to 1912 when Korea was under Japanese colonial rule. The US military government abolished the protection in 1946 but it was reinstated in 1963.

Exhibition and International Symposium in Tokyo

The National Committee of Welfare for the Blind in Japan (NCWBJ) organized the third annual Sight World Exhibition in Tokyo, from November 2 to 4. The exhibition hosted booths from 48 companies/organizations and was a collection of the latest ICT equipment, assistive devices, facilities for transport and mobility assistance, and other blindness-related technologies. Part of the exhibition was an organized international symposium on the worldwide blindness movement by the WBU. Ms. Maryanne Diamond, President of WBU, spoke on the goals, organization structures and current challenges of WBU, Senator Monthian Buntan from Thailand (member of the WBU Executive) spoke on the significance of CRPD and strives for ratification among AP countries, and Mr. Ivan Ho Tuck Choy from Malaysia (Secretary General of WBUAP) spoke on the capacity building programs in developing countries. The symposium welcomed the audience of more than 200 individuals who actively commented and asked questions.  WBUAP initiated a fundraiser at the event, to support the colleagues affected by cyclone Nargis that hit Myanmar in May.

For more information about upcoming bicentenary competitions and events see the Braille 200 web site at www.braille200.ca
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