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Contributions to the E-Bulletin

Contributions are welcome to the E-Bulletin.  We thank those of you who have been providing us with content for the E-bulletins and encourage contributions from all regions.   Our next deadline for content submission will be August 31st for our September issue of the E-bulletin.  We will accept submissions in English, French and Spanish, preferably in electronic format.

President’s Message
In South Africa, we have this past week been celebrating Mr Mandela’s 89th birthday. It is an event marked each year by the joy of children who join him for the celebration. One of my special memories is of a visit to the Presidential home of Mr Mandela, where I witnessed first hand his ability to converse with little children, to put them at their ease, and make them laugh. 

And I experienced something of this good feeling again as I read through the draft of the E-bulletin, which this month has a focus on children. The WBU Children’s Committee, chaired by June Waugh, is working hard to raise awareness of children’s issues and in particular to promote their schooling through research and by support for the EFA-VI campaign. An occasion to which we all look forward is the Children’s Congress to be jointly hosted by ONCE and the WBU in March next year. I commend Ana Pelaez for this creative idea and we must do everything in our power to have the voice of children clearly heard at that gathering and to ensure that blind teenagers everywhere know about the opportunity. 

I have also noted the plans of CBM and its development partners to launch a Global Programme for the Realization of the Rights of Children and Adolescents with Disabilities. I have been asked to appraise the project, a task that will give me greatest pleasure. 

In the Bulletin, Penny Hartin has also drawn our attention to World Sight Day, with its theme of childhood blindness, and to the International Day of Literacy, another event of obvious importance to blind children and youth. I hope that these good-news items will warm the hearts of our readers, as they do mine.

William Rowland

Update from the WBU Office

We are pleased to report that our WBU bank accounts are now open and that our application for Charitable tax status has been submitted to the Canadian government.  We have been working very hard on developing the WBU membership database and we are pleased to report that the database is now developed and populated with member information.  We will need your help to ensure that the information we have is current and accurate.  You have recently received messages from Catherine Munoz-Smith, our WBU Administrative Assistant who has indicated the information that we have and asked you to update that for us.  The system also allows us to capture your language and format preference and so we have asked for that information as well so that we can serve you as well as possible over the coming months and years.  We will appreciate your assistance in providing this updated information to us.  We are also working closely with ONCE and the Secretary General’s office regarding the transfer of the WBU website to the office.  We hope that will happen over the next few months. 

International Children’s Congress

The World Blind Union (WBU) Children’s Committee and the Spanish National Organisation of the Blind (ONCE), in partnership with UNICEF, ICEVI and Save the Children, will host “Listening to the Children”, the 1st International Congress for Blind and Partially Sighted Children, from March 25th – 29th 2008 at the ONCE Educational Resource Centre “Santiago Apóstol” in Pontevedra, Spain. The aim of the congress is to provide a forum and meeting place for blind and partially sighted teenagers from all over the world to reflect, in a group setting, on their current status and put forward their demands and needs to decision and policy makers in the field of care and attention for visually impaired children and those responsible for representing their interests.    Twenty-four boys and girls between the ages of 14 and 16 and representing all six regions of the world will take part in the congress, The congress is open to teenagers who are actively involved in regional, national or international children’s initiatives and have an interest, personal experience or knowledge in the key issues to be addressed in the congress (the family, education and relating with peers). They should also be in a position to speak on behalf of a wide cross-section of children from their home country.  Participants will be chosen through a competition open to blind and partially sighted children from all over the world. An entry form is available for the competition, which is open until December 31st.  To obtain an entry form or for more information, please contact: Enrique Perez, WBU Secretary General at: umc@once.es or the WBU Office at: info@wbuoffice.org.  
International Days – An opportunity for the WBU to raise awareness about Vision Loss

As you make your plans over the next few months to raise awareness about the work that you do and the abilities and needs of persons with vision loss, please keep in mind that there are three International Days that may present opportunities for you for heightened awareness:

· International Literacy Day – September 8th
· World Sight Day – October 11th (Please note that the theme for 2007 is Childhood Blindness)
· International White Cane Day – October 15th 
Education for All Visually Impaired Children – EFAVI Campaign

The Education for All Children with Visual Impairment (EFA-VI) Global Campaign is an initiative launched by the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI) acting in partnership with the World Blind Union (WBU) to ensure that all girls and boys with blindness and low vision enjoy the right to education. The Campaign, launched on July 16, 2006, primarily focuses on children in the developing world where we estimate that currently less than ten-percent have access to education.  

The Campaign is being implemented at two levels. A Global Task Force (GTF), chaired by the President of ICEVI and consisting of leading umbrella organizations and international non-governmental development organizations is involved in formulating overall direction and policies of the Campaign. The day-to- day implementation of the campaign is the responsibility of the National Task Forces (NTF) working in collaboration with the regional structures of both ICEVI and WBU.  

Capacity building of teachers and others, development of literature, production of assistive devices and operational research are important elements that will be developed through the “centers of excellence” that the Campaign will identify and develop. International funding organizations, inter-governmental organizations, corporations and foundations will be partners in this global effort to create educational equity for all children with visual impairment.  

The success of the campaign will be measured by four criteria: 

1. Do we have evidence of increased school enrolment rates among children with visual impairment? 

2. Have drop out rates among children with visual impairment declined? 

3. Has access to support services for visually impaired children, (particularly those enrolled in inclusive settings) improved and 

4. Are educational achievement levels for children with visual impairment, on par with non-disabled children?

The Global Campaign presents a unique opportunity for collaboration between consumer organizations and the education and eye-health care communities in assuring that all children with visual impairment have access to their basic human right to education.  For further information, visit ICEVI’s website at: www.icevi.org
WBU General Assembly 2008 in Geneva Switzerland

The Swiss Federation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (SFB) is looking forward to welcome the members of WBU to the 7th General Assembly from August 15 to 23. We hope that all participants and guests will enjoy their stay in Geneva, and that both Switzerland and participation in the GA will be a memorable experience and will have a measurable impact for visually handicapped people all over the world.

On both sides – WBU’s International Organizing Committee IOC an the Local Organizing Committee LOC with the professional SFB-staff and the congress agency – all preparations and work are on schedule and the communication between WBU and Switzerland is based on good teamwork.  
GA Sponsorship Guidelines and Application Forms now available

The guidelines for providing sponsorships to delegates to the General Assembly and Women’s Forum as well as a Sponsorship application form, are now available.  These have been distributed in English, French and Spanish to members, but additional copies are available from the WBU office at: info@wbuoffice.org or they can be downloaded from the WBU website at: www.worldblindunion.org
Blind athletes demonstrate they are “Capable of Everything” at major championships

Blind and partially sighted athletes will have the opportunity to show the world they are “Capable of Everything”, as the IBSA motto states, at a range of top level competitions in several sports over the coming months.

IBSA’s World Championships and Games, its biggest event, takes place at the end of July in Brazil. It features seven sports and will involve more than 1 500 people from over 65 countries.
Following the games, however, the action continues with world and continental championships scheduled in different sports to be held before the end of the year. The major championships are:

· 4th IBSA Torball World Championships, Austria, 4th-9th September.

· 6th IBSA Futsal European Championships for the blind, Greece, 22nd-30th September.

· 2nd IBSA Futsal Asian Championships, South Korea, 22nd-26th October.

· 3rd IBSA Tenpin Bowling World Championships, Australia, 2nd-11th November.

· IBSA World Bench-press Championships (Powerlifting), Czech Republic, 29th November-2nd December.

· 4th IBSA Futsal European Championships for the partially sighted, Turkey, 1st-9th December.

In mid July, the IBSA World Youth and Student Games took place in Colorado Springs, USA. More than 200 athletes from 26 countries, representing the future of sport for people with visual impairment, gathered to compete in athletics, swimming, judo and goalball. The championships are IBSA’s biggest ever for young athletes and it is their goal to continue this trend at future editions of the games and initiate a regular programme of regional championships for youth and students to complement the world games.

For more information on any of the events mentioned above or on blind sports, visit www.ibsa.es  or contact ibsa@ibsa.es.

United Nations Activities 
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has now been signed by 100 countries, the optional protocol signed by 55 countries and 1 country (Jamaica) has already ratified it, while Panama, South Africa and Senegal have announced their intention to ratify the Convention soon.  Our efforts over the coming months will need to focus on work with our national governments towards their ratification of the Convention.  For information about the Convention and other relevant UN resources, go to: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/
VISION 2020 becomes a global priority for the World Health Organization 

On the 25th May 2007, The World Health Assembly adopted its Medium-Term Strategic Plan (MTSP) for 2008-2013, which committed WHO and its 193 member governments to give greater attention to blindness and visual impairment. As a result of this, governments worldwide are now committed to the fight against visual impairment, and they will receive greater support from WHO in doing so. This is the first time that measures against blindness and visual impairment have been given this level of strategic prominence by WHO.  For more information about the Vision 2020 campaign visit: www.v2020.org
PowerPoint Guidelines Produced
The Low Vision Working Group of the WBU has published guidelines on making PowerPoint presentations accessible to persons with vision loss.  
As an example of the type of information contained in the guidelines, the section: “Designing your presentation slides” provides information on the ideal

-  Font size and quantity of text on a single slide 

-  Font type

-  Colour and Brightness Contrast

-  Way to use figures and graphs

-  Animation

-  Way to orally support your slides

-  Supporting handouts

These guidelines can be found on the WBU Website on the Low Vision working group page, or alternatively, contact us at: info@wbuoffice.org and we will be happy to forward them to you.  
WBU Children’s Committee Update
The following summarizes some of the major initiatives undertaken by the WBU Children’s committee over the past few years:
· The Children’s Committee advocating for the establishment of a special Working Group on Children with Disabilities within UNICEF which is Chaired by June Waugh, Chair of the WBU Children’s Committee.  A significant outcome of that work was input into the UNICEF General Comment on the rights of Children with disabilities and a UNICEF Guidance Note to UNICEF offices regarding the rights of children with disabilities.  Copies of this guidance note are available from members of the Children’s committee or from the WBU office.
· The Children’s committee has worked very actively with ICEVI on the development of the Education for All Visually Impaired Children EFA-VI campaign and maintain close collaboration with ICEVI

· A number of initiatives have been undertaken in Asia to strengthen the ABU children’s committee.  One such initiative is the publication of a research study by Dr. Anil Aneja on the Comparative Advantages and Disadvantages of placing a visually impaired child in a special or an inclusive school.  A copy of the results of this research study is available from the WBU office..

· The Children’s committee, with the assistance of ONCE which is taking the leadership role,  is presently in the process of  planning the international children’s congress to be held next March in Spain. (For further information see article in E-bulletin)
WBU Development Strategy
One of the key committees established to assist with the implementation of key initiatives within the WBU Strategic Plan was the Development Committee.  Chaired by Second Vice-President, Gloria Peniza, and consisting of all Regional Presidents as well as representatives from our key international development partners, the Development committee has been meeting to determine how best to advance our objective to improve the capacity of organizations of the blind in developing countries. To that end, a Development Strategy has been elaborated and was recently approved by the WBU Officers.  
The principal objective of the Strategy is social inclusion of blind and visually impaired persons, i.e. their full participation in society.  The main areas of work identified by the committee are:
1. Organisational capacity building

1.1 Unification of blind movements at national level

1.2 Creation and strengthening of organisations of the blind

1.3 Training of leaders -exercise of democratic procedures; advocacy and lobbying; communication skills; fundraising; human and financial resource management-

1.4 Inclusion and involvement of women and youth in the organisational work

2. Empowerment of individuals through their national organisations

2.1 Literacy and education

2.2 Rehabilitation as a means to achieve independence

2.3 Development of self-advocacy

2.4 Training to start income generating activities

2.5 Training to identify and use legal structures to acquire equal opportunities and the paths to follow in order to modify them if necessary

2.6 Training to use modern technology as a means to access information

2.7 Training in communication skills

2.8 Training in team work

The Development committee will undertake the following strategies in order to achieve its goals:

1. Identify existing position papers, manuals and other instructive documents
2. Identify knowledgeable resource persons in the different fields of action
3. Identify the best practices in this field
4. Share these guidelines and cooperate with existing bodies dealing with development and cooperation so as to stress the importance of the involvement of the visually impaired movement in the planning and decision taking processes.

NEWS FROM OUR REGIONS
EUROPE
Progress on Interventions with the EU
The EBU reports good progress regarding some of its interventions with the European Community, particularly with respect to the Postal Directive and Access to Television directive. 

For further information, visit the EBU website at: www.euroblind.org
EBU General Assembly and Equality & Diversity Forum
From October 21 – 27, the EBU will be holding its quadrennial General Assembly and Equality & Diversity Forum in Antalya Turkey.  For further information, please visit the EBU website at: www.euroblind.org
AFRICA

Kenya Union of the Blind
As reported in the most recent report issued by the IDP (Institutional Development Program), the Kenyan Union of the Blind (KUB) has undertaken a number of projects and provided significant leadership within the African Region.  Some of the outcomes of their most recent project included the following:

· The board was trained and a strategic plan developed. 

· A district-focused advocacy strategy was developed and is now being used in member branches.

· One of the highlights of the program was the training in community negotiation skills. 

· Ten branches were selected for advocacy activities.     

· All of the branches were able to each successfully negotiate for at least one new program.
For more information about this and other IDP programs, please visit their website at: www.wbu-idp.org
Report: State of Disabled Persons Rights in Kenya (2007)
A report, ‘State of Disabled People’s Rights in Kenya - (2007),’ commissioned by AFUB in collaboration with the WBU looks at what can be done to strengthen and monitor the rights of persons with disabilities in Africa.  

Some of the findings report issues of abuse and discrimination in the workplace, mistreatment and abuse by public transport providers and other commuters, abuse, violence and sexual harassment by family members.  It also found that some of the government legislation that is in place provides little protection for persons with disabilities and in itself somewhat discriminatory.
For a full copy of the report, please contact the WBU office or the AFUB office at: info@afub-uafa.org
Gertrude Fefoame awarded Presidential Award

Gertrude Oforiwa Fefoame (Mrs.), formerly a teacher at Presbyterian Teacher Training College, Akropong, Ghana now Regional Program Officer at SightSavers WARO received a national award for her dedicated contribution to Teacher Education and volunteerism from President J.A. Kuffuor of Ghana on 6th July 2007. The theme for the award is “Championing African Excellence” instituted by the president in 2006. After the ceremony, Gertrude was given an opportunity to present to the President the book on “Blindness and the Visionary” on behalf of Sight Savers and partner organizations of Persons with Disabilities.  Gertrude has been very active within the World Blind Union as a member and former Co-Chair of the WBU Children’s Committee and has been very active in Africa in advocating for the rights of blind women and children.  Our congratulations to Gertrude on receiving this most prestigious award.
ASIA

AICB on way to organizing model Braille bicentenary program
Our congratulations to the All India Confederation of the Blind (AICB) which has been successful in persuading the Government of India to set up an Inter-Ministerial Committee to help plan the program for the Bicentenary Celebrations to commemorate the birth of Louis Braille.  Different sectors of government will play active roles in the committee and a government publishing house has committed to keeping aside a certain percentage of their budget for the production of their publications in Braille. 

The committee is already able to boast several successes such as a postal stamp and a coin that shall be released on the occasion.  It was also agreed that a Braille authority of India shall be set up.  To further commemorate the birth of Louis Braille the Committee will publish material and a documentary film about Louie Braille and his achievements.

LATIN AMERICA
Santa Cruz Association of the Blind Advocates to Municipal Council
The Association of the Blind of Santa Cruz in Bolivia has approached their Municipal Council to discuss the issue marketing telephone cards, a primary source of revenue for about 150 of their members.   ‘The Blind of Santa Cruz’ have approached the Municipal Council and are insisting that they be allowed to diversify in the selling of their products as selling telephone cards is not very profitable and they would like to sell other products legally.  

Braille Essay Contest organized by The National Association of the Blind of Cuba
The celebrations that will commemorate the birth of Louis Braille will include the publication of a biography on the life of Louis Braille as well as a variety of activities in schools and libraries.  The Magazine Faro and the Culture and Recreation Centre of the National Association of the Blind are working together and are calling on all visually impaired individuals as well as individuals that work for organizations related to the field of blindness to participate in a contest.  The contest involves answering three questions: Why is it stated that Louis Braille changed the life of blind individuals?  Is the Braille writing system still relevant?  How is Braille spread in your own country?

The contest will close on the 30th of October, 2008.  The answers can be sent to: Centro Cultural Recreativo de la ANCI, calle 82 número 4105, entre 41 y 43, Mariano 14, código postal 11400, Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba or by e-mail annciccr@informed.sld.cu
Entries should not be longer than 5 pages in ink and the equivalent in Braille.

Planetarium for the Blind 
The planetarium Galileo Galilei  in Buenos Aires, Argentina now offers presentations for the blind.  Visitors can enjoy tactile maps of the stars, graphics in relief, and audio tours that have been especially prepared with special sound effects and music.  The exhibitions for the blind are a half hour and are an opportunity for those that are blind or visually impaired to learn the location and the special characteristics of the most famous constellations as well as learn about diverse themes in astronomy.

Venezuelan Federation celebrates Thirty Years

The Venezuelan Federation for Institutions of the Blind (La Federación Venezolana de Instituciones de Ciegos-FEVIC) will be celebrating its 30th Anniversary on July 24, 2007.  Since its foundation FEVIC has worked in the areas of education, labor, sports, science, and culture to name a few.  Twenty five organizations for and of the blind are affiliated to FEVIC who is a member of the Latin American Blind Union, as well as the WBU.

The Federation’s recent work deals with the promotion of rights of blind women, as well as the promotion of Braille.  The presence of FEVIC has been felt in the educational and institutional realms as the federation has contributed to the creation of Centers that focus in particular on the needs of those with visual impairment.  It also has an agreement with the Central University of Venezuela and cooperation with various official organizations.

NORTH AMERICA/CARIBBEAN REGION

Congratulations to Michel Péan
We are pleased to inform you that the President of Haiti has created a new governmental post according to the Haitian Constitution of 1987.  The post of Secretary of state for the integration of the people with disabilities will be filled by Dr. Michel Péan who serves as the National Coordinator of the Société Haitienne d’Aide aux Aveugles.  Dr. Péan’s appointment to this position will help in the fight for the full and entire integration of people with disabilities.  Dr. Péan, who has represented Haiti within the World Blind Union for over fifteen years, is a tireless advocate in Haiti, one of the world’s poorest countries, for the rights of persons who are blind.
Caribbean Council for the Blind Hold Biennial General meeting

The Caribbean Council for the Blind (CCB) is holding its biennial general meeting and conference in Nassau Bahamas at the end of July.  The CCB, which is a national grouped member of the WBU, represents English and French speaking countries in the Caribbean, of which 18 Caribbean countries are members.  The meeting will examine such issues as the Education for All campaign, blindness prevention, rehabilitation services, technology, and library services.  
         
IN THE NEWS
Eyeway Radio show on internet

The Eyeway Radio Show, broadcast from India, is now available on the internet.  The show is packed with information that informs, inspires, empowers and entertains.  The program has interviews and discussions that deal with issues related to people with visual impairment.  There is also music, contests, and inspiring stories of successful blind people.

To know more about the radio show and to listen, visit http://www.eyeway.org/include/radio/radio.html
Blind activist's wife flees China

(From Blindness News – Reuters, July 5, 2007
The wife of jailed blind Chinese activist Chen Guangcheng who advised farmers and denounced forced abortions said that she had escaped police surveillance to travel to Beijing and seek her husband's release and  press authorities to release him into her care.  Chen, 35, had been beaten by other inmates urged by guards to punish him for refusing to have his head shaved like other prisoners, according to his wife. She said authorities had informally confined her to her home for more than a year from August 2005 and later put her under tight official surveillance, with police following her whenever she left home and forbidding her from leaving Shandong so she could not meet foreign reporters.  According to Chinese law, inmates can apply to serve their sentences outside prisons if they cannot take care of themselves or if they are pregnant or seriously ill. Chen has been blind since childhood and is known as a self-taught "barefoot lawyer" for providing legal advice to peasants who say they have been victimized by official abuses. Chinese activists have said the heavy sentence shows officials are clamping down on "rights defenders", a network of lawyers and activists seeking to expand freedoms through litigation and Internet-driven campaigns.
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